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INTRODUCTION  

Silas Weir Mitchell was one of the leading medical men of the 19
th 

century and ñthe 

outstanding American neurologistò (DSB). He was famous for his pioneering work in the 

treatment of nervous disorders, including the introduction of the ñRest Cure.ò He was also 

an original scientific researcher of great merit, whose best known papers included 

investigations of gun shot wounds to nerves, the physiology of the cerebellum, and the 

venoms of poisonous snakes. Simultaneously, he was a critically acclaimed and 

commercially successful author, who published scores of literary works, including the 

bestselling novel, Hugh Wynne, Free Quaker (1897). To residents of his native 

Philadelphia, Mitchell was conspicuous in the social and cultural affairs of the city, 

belonging to all of the prominent clubs, serving for over 30 years as trustee of the 

University of Pennsylvania, and counting amongst his intimate friends the leading men 

and women of his day.  

This large collection documents the multiple facets of Mitchellôs long and 

productive life, including his work as a medical man, experimental researcher, poet, and 

novelist, as well as his relations with colleagues, family, and friends. There are over 

330 books, periodicals, and other printed items, including works written by Mitchell 

and members of his family, books from Mitchellôs library, and a selection of secondary 

works. Of the printed materials, 48 items are inscribed by Mitchell, including 43 

presentation copies of his own books. There are also 29 letters and other manuscript 

items signed by Mitchell, plus five letters written to him, and handful of manuscript 

items by other members of his family.  

In addition, there are 256 original photographs (mostly cartes de visite and cabinet 

cards) contained in four albums that were owned and annotated by Mitchell or his family 

members. This wonderful photographic archive includes images of Mitchell, his 

relations, and a number of prominent Philadelphians. Two of the albums were owned by 

Mitchellôs daughter-in-law, Marion Lea Mitchell, a noted actress who helped introduce 

Ibsen to the English-speaking world, and contain signed photographs of Ibsen, George 

Frederic Watts, and John Ruskin.  

There is also an original watercolor painting by Joseph Lindon Smith with a 

presentation inscription to Mitchell; a bronze plaque of Mitchell by noted sculptor, 

Robert Tait McKenzie; a large portrait photograph of Mitchell signed by him; and two 

of Mitchellôs personal possessions: an oyster fork and a portable writing desk.  



Of the printed materials, there are 174 books published under Mitchellôs name or 

containing contributions by him, and over 50 issues of scientific and literary periodicals 

with contributions by him. While we make no pretension of having assembled a 

complete collection of his printed works, this archive contains many of Mitchellôs most 

important scientific and literary productions. As yet, there is no comprehensive 

bibliography of his works, aside from that which is to be found in BAL. This collection 

contains multiple copies of a number of titles, representing numerous editions and 

binding variants not recorded in BAL or elsewhere, as well as some of the rare original 

dust wrappers.  

Throughout, the collection emphasizes materials that are unique, or nearly so, 

including inscribed copies of printed works, letters and other manuscript materials, 

and original photographs. It thus offers an extraordinary array of materials that are 

not duplicated by any of the existing Mitchell collections, and may be the most 

important such collection ever to be offered for sale.  

BIOGRAPHICAL  

Silas Weir Mitchell, the son of Dr. John Kearsley and Sarah Matilda Henry Mitchell, 

was born in Philadelphia in 1829. He entered the University of Pennsylvania in the class 

of 1848, at the age of 15. By his second year, he was first in his class, but was forced to 

withdraw the following term to assist his family during the illness of his father. In 1848, 

he enrolled at Jefferson Medical College (where his father was a faculty member), and 

obtained his M.D. in 1850. He spent the following year in Paris, where he studied with 

Claude Bernard and Charles Philippe Robin, before returning to Philadelphia to work in 

his fatherôs practice. He published his first scientific paper (on uric acid) in 1852, and was 

elected to the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia the following year. In 1858, 

his father died, and Mitchell took over the family medical practice. He continued his 

scientific investigations and issued several more scientific papers before the Civil War. 

These included a study of the blood crystals of the sturgeon (1858) and his ñResearches 

upon the Venom of the Rattlesnakeò (issued in the Smithsonian Contributions to 

Knowledge, 1860).  

During the Civil War, Mitchell served as a surgeon at Turners Lane Hospital in 

Philadelphia, a 400-bed army facility. This experience allowed him to make an extensive 

study of nerve wounds and their treatment, and lead to two important monographs of 

1864: Gunshot Wounds and Other Injuries of Nerves and Reflex Paralysis (both of which 

were co-written by fellow army surgeons, G.R. Morehouse and W.W. Keen).  

By 1865, Mitchell had returned to private practice, where, influenced by his war-time 

work, he focused on neurological problems. In 1870, he was appointed to the 

Philadelphia Orthopedic Hospital for Nervous Diseases, where he treated patients and 

instructed visiting physicians for over four decades. Despite working full-time as a 

practicing physician, Mitchell found time to make varied and significant scientific 

investigations. From the end of the Civil War until the first decade of the 20
th 

century, he 

published over 100 articles and books on neurological subjects, but also made 

contributions in toxicology, pharmacology, and physiology. Although his scientific 

papers are far too numerous to list here, one of the most significant was ñOn a Rare Vaso-

motor Neurosis of the Extremities and on the Maladies with Which It May Be 

Confoundedò (1878), in which he was the first to describe erythromelalgia, a neurosis 



known as ñWeir Mitchellôs Disease.ò  

Beginning with his 1871 book, Wear and Tear, Mitchell began to lay before the 

medical world his famous ñRest Cureò for nervous maladies, which, in addition to bed 

rest, prescribed massage, electrotherapy, and dietary changes for the aggrieved. In time, 

the rest cure was recognized as a valuable therapy by the American medical profession 

and was hailed by European researchers, Sigmund Freud and Jean Martin Charcot. His 

other important books to advance the concept of the rest cure were Fat and Blood (1877), 

Lectures on the Diseases of the Nervous System, Especially in Women (1881), and 

Clinical Lessons on Nervous Diseases (1897).  

In addition to his medical practice and scientific research, Mitchell was a professor at 

the Philadelphia Polyclinic and College for Graduates in Medicine. As a trustee of the 

University of Pennsylvania, from 1875 until the time of his death, he worked to expand 

facilities for medical instruction and to establish the school of hygiene. He was a fellow 

and president of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, a member of the National 

Academy of Science, and an honorary or corresponding member of a number of foreign 

medical societies. He received honorary degrees from several prominent institutions, 

including Harvard, Princeton, Jefferson Medical College, University of Edinburgh, and 

the University of Bologna. His friends included some of the leading medical minds of 

the era, including William Osler and W.H. Welch.  

While his professional activities would have exhausted the energies of most men, 

Mitchell was also a prolific author of poetry, stories, and novels. Although his literary 

works are not often read today, such was his success as an author during his lifetime that 

his name would be still be remembered today, even if he had never treated a single 

psychiatric patient or published a single scientific paper. Many of his works met with 

popular acclaim, and he received critical praise from such leading men of letters as 

William Dean Howells, George Meredith, James Whitcomb Riley, Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, John Greenleaf Whittier, and James Russell Lowell.  

His first literary appearance in a book came in 1864, with The Childrenôs Hour, co-

written by Elizabeth Stevenson for the benefit of the Sanitary Commission. Three years 

later, he published the first book under his own name, another juvenile: The Wonderful 

Stories of Fuz-Buz the Fly and Mother Grabem the Spider. His first published story, and 

his first literary work for adults was ñThe Case of George Dedlow,ò printed in the 

Atlantic Monthly in July, 1866. This fictional account of a Civil War soldier who lost all 

of his limbs was so realistic that many readers sent donations to the hospital where 

ñGeorge Dedlowò was supposedly being treated. In 1880, Mitchellôs issued his first book-

length work of fiction for adults, Hephzibah Guinness (containing the title novelette and 

two other stories). His first book of poems, The Hill of Stones, was issued in 1883. Two 

years later, he published his first full-length novel, In War Time. Numerous novels and 

collections of poetry followed, the most successful and best remembered of which was 

Hugh Wynne, Free Quaker (1899), a work of historical fiction set during the 

Revolutionary War. Other works of historical fiction include The Adventures of Francois 

(the authorôs favorite of his own books), Constance Trescot, Westways, and The Red City. 

Mitchell is also remembered for his character studies, including those to be found in the 

aptly titled, Characteristics. Of special note was his depiction of women with 

psychological problems, including Octopia Darnell in Roland Blake and Sybil Maywood 

in Dr. North and His Friends. The latter character was ñprobably the first example of dual 

personality in American literatureò (DAB).  



Mitchell was married to Mary Middleton Elwyn in 1858. She gave birth to two sons 

before dying of diphtheria in 1862. In 1875, he remarried, to Mary Cadwalader (d. 

1914). With her, he fathered a daughter, Maria Gouverneur Mitchell (b. 1876), who 

died of diphtheria in 1898.  

In addition to works by and about Mitchell, the collection contains a number of items 

written by or concerning other members of his family, who were themselves noted 

Philadelphians and may here be introduced.  

John Kearsley Mitchell I (1793-1858), father of Silas Weir Mitchell, was also a 

prominent physician. He was born in Shepherdstown, Virginia (present day West 

Virginia), and educated in Scotland, where his father, also a doctor, was born. After 

returning to America, he studied at the University of Pennsylvania, and received his M.D. 

in 1819. After working for a time in the Far East as a shipôs surgeon, he settled in 

Philadelphia in 1822 and married Sarah Matilda Henry (b. 1800). He was appointed 

lecturer at the Philadelphia Medical Institute in 1824, and subsequently became chair of 

chemistry at the school. In 1833, he became professor of chemistry at the Franklin 

Institute, where he conducted important researches on carbonic acid. In 1841, he was 

appointed professor of theory and practice at Jefferson Medical College, and thereafter 

devoted himself to medical pursuits. In addition to his teaching duties, he was a visiting 

physician to the Pennsylvania Hospital and city hospitals, and was commended by the 

city for his labors during the smallpox epidemic of 1825 and the cholera outbreak of 

1832. He also published on various medical subjects, and ñwas the first to describe the 

spinal arthopathies (1831)é. He left an essay `On the Cryptogamous Origin of Malarious 

and Epidemical Feversô (1849), which was the first brief for the parasitic etiology of the 

disease on a priori grounds ï a vigorous, logical argument which, as pure theory goes, 

ranks with Henleôs essay on miasms and contagia (1820). A collection of essays, 

including a paper on animal magnetism, was published in Philadelphia in 1859, by his 

distinguished son.ò ïKelly and Burrage. He was a member of the American Medical 

Association, the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, the College of Physicians 

of Philadelphia, and the American Philosophical Society. He also served as physician and 

president of the St. Andrewôs Society of Philadelphia and as grand master of the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania.  

John Kearsley Mitchell II (1859-1917), the eldest son of Silas Weir Mitchell, 

followed three generations of family tradition and became a physician. He earned his  

M.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1883 and became resident physician at the 

Childrenôs Hospital of Philadelphia and at Episcopal Hospital. Later, following his father, 

he served at the Philadelphia Orthopedic Hospital; first as an assistant to William Osler 

and subsequently as a visiting surgeon. In 1895, he published an important study, Remote 

Consequences of Injuries of the Nerves, and Their Treatment, in which he reexamined 

patients treated by his father. His other works included Self Help for Nervous Women. 

Familiar Talks on Economy in Nervous Expenditure (1909).  

Langdon Elywn Mitchell (1862-1935), the younger son of Silas Weir Mitchell, 

followed his fatherôs literary predilections, and became a successful playwright and poet. 

After studying at the law schools of Harvard and Columbia universities, he practiced for a 

brief period in Philadelphia. At the same time, his first literary works were brought to the 

press, beginning with the pseudonymously published, Sylvian and Other Poems (1885). 

His first play to be performed on the stage, Deborah, made its debut in London in 1892. 

The following year, he had his second London debut, with In the Season. His 



breakthrough play, bringing him financial success and critical acclaim, was Becky Sharp. 

It ran for two years on the New York stage (1899-1900), was revived in 1929, and, in 

1935, was the first film to be produced in technicolor. In 1906, Mitchell had two further 

theatrical hits with The Kreutzer Sonata and The New York Idea. The latter play ñis witty 

and highly civilized and remains the sole American comedy of this period to continue to 

elicit admiration when read or performedò (ANB). He was also a member of the National 

Institute of Arts and Letters, a lecturer on poetry at George Washington University, and a 

Mask & Wig Professor of Playwriting at the University of Pennsylvania.  

In 1892, Langdon Mitchell married Marion Lea (1861-1944), a Philadelphia native, 

who found success as an actress on the London stage. She is best remembered for co-

producing and starring in the first English adaptation of Ibsenôs play, Hedda Gabler.  

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

ITEMS  

1-154 BOOKS by Silas Weir Mitchell 155-174 BOOKS with Contributions by 

Silas Weir Mitchell 175-184 MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  

PERIODICALS by Silas Weir Mitchell  

185-206 LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO PERIODICALS by Silas 

Weir Mitchell  

207-230 BOOKS FROM THE LIBRARY of Silas Weir Mitchell, Together 

with Books Inscribed by Him for Presentation, and Books Owned 

by Members of His Family  

231-240 BOOKS, CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS, AND PERIODICAL  

APPEARANCES by John Kearsley Mitchell (I)  

241-243 BOOKS by John Kearsley Mitchell (II)  

244-252 BOOKS, CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS, AND PERIODICAL  

APPEARANCES by Langdon Elwyn Mitchell 253-270 

LETTERS AND OTHER MANUSCRIPT MATERIALS by Silas  

Weir Mitchell  

271-275 LETTERS Written To Silas Weir Mitchell or Discussing Him  

276-277 LETTER AND PRINTED INVITATION by John Kearsley  



Mitchell (I)  

278-279 LETTERS by Langdon Mitchell  

280-529 PHOTOGRAPHS  

530 BRONZE RELIEF SCULPTURE by Robert Tait McKenzie  

531 ORIGINAL WATERCOLOR PAINTING by Joseph Lindon Smith  

532-533 PERSONAL EFFECTS of Silas Weir Mitchell  

534-586 SECONDARY WORKS  

587-591 ADDENDA  

BOOKS BY SILAS WEIR MITCHELL  
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1) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ADDRESS é DELIVERED ON THE OPENING OF 

THE NEW HALL OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA, 

NOVEMBER 11
TH

, 1909. [New York: De Vinne Press, 1909?]. First separate 

edition. Also printed in Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

(1909) and Exercises on the Occasion of the Dedication of the New Hall of the 

College of Physicians of Philadelphia (1909). The first printing was likely 

contained in the latter publication, being the program of the ceremony for which 

Mitchellôs speech was prepared, however BAL gives no evidence in regards 

priority. Original printed wraps. 9 x 5.75ò. 18pp. Two small chips and two small 

closed tears to wraps, else near fine. Very scarce; OCLC locates only 5 copies. 

BAL 14257.  

2) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE ADVENTURES OF FRANCOIS: 

FOUNDLING, THIEF, JUGGLER, AND FENCING -MASTER DURING 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. New York: The Century Co., [printed by the 

De Vinne Press], 1898. First edition. Original orange cloth, stamped in green, 

black, and gold, in original printed dust wrapper. BAL notes a variant binding 

stamped in blind and gilt only; priority undetermined. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 321pp. 

Slightly cocked, lacking front free endpaper, else fine in very good dust wrapper 

with browning to spine panel and small tears to head of spine panel. Complete 

with frontispiece and 14 plates by A. Castaigne. Very scarce in the dust wrapper. 

BAL 14184.  

3) [Another]. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by William Clowes and Sons], 

1898. First English edition. Original green cloth stamped in gilt with centerpiece 

on front cover in blind. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 312pp. Slight sun-fading and bubbling to 

spine, a little cocked, free endpapers browned; very good. Complete with 



frontispiece and 14 plates by A. Castaigne. See BAL 14184 (announcement of 

publication with no description). Scarce; OCLC finds only six copies. A reprint 

was issued in 1899 and is even more scarce.  

4) [Another]. London: Macmillan & Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York], 1901. First of this English edition, using the same sheets as the first 

American edition with a new title page. Original red cloth with gilt spine lettering 

and decoration. 7.75ò x 5.5ò. 321pp. Spine a trifle sunned, still very nearly fine. 

Complete with frontispiece and 14 plates by A. Castaigne. Scarce; OCLC finds 

only five copies.  

 
5) [Another]. New York: International Book and Publishing Co., [printed by the De 

Vinne Press], 1899. Later edition; stated as ñSpecial Limited Edition,ò apparently 

for advertising purposes only and with no indication of the number of copies 

printed. The copyright page bears the announcement, ñThis volume is issued for 

sale in paper covers only,ò however this copy bound in publisherôs light green 

cloth, stamped in white. 7.25 x 5ò. 321pp., [10]pp. ads. Minor stains to the spine, 

slightly cocked, but very good. Complete with frontispiece and 14 plates by A. 

Castaigne.  

6) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, in variant binding of maroon cloth, 

stamped in white, with different lettering, decorations, and rules than the 

preceding. Hinges cracked (front barely holding), name on front pastedown in 

heavy grease pencil; fair. Complete with frontispiece and 14 plates by A. 

Castaigne.  

7) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. AN 

ANALYSIS OF 3000 CASES OF 



MELANCHOLIA. [Cover title]. 

[Philadelphia, 1897]. First separate 

edition, being a reprint from the 

Transactions of the Association of the 

American Physicians, 1897. Original 

printed wraps. 9.25 x 6ò. 8pp. Near 

fine. Very scarce. BAL 14180.  

8) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A QUACK AND 

THE CASE OF GEORGE DEDLOW. New York: Century Co., [printed by the 

De Vinne Press], 1900. First edition. Original green cloth, stamped in gilt and 

with top edge gilt, in original printed dust wrapper. Apparent first state binding. 

(BAL also cites a variant stamped in black only and with top edges plain, which is 

presumed to be a remainder binding). 7 x 4.75ò. 149pp. A fine, bright copy in 

good dust wrapper (worn at extremities with small loss and with ink stain to front 

panel). Complete with frontispiece and 7 plates by A.J. Keller. BAL 14192.  

9) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A QUACK AND 

OTHER STORIES. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne 

Press, New York], 1901. First of this English edition, with a new cancel title page 

preceding the sheets of the American edition of the same year [not present in this 

collection], which was itself a ñreprint of The Autobiography of a Quack and the 

Case of George Dedlow, 1900, with other stories also here reprinted [from other 

publications]. A complete reprint save for a minor alteration in the `Introduction,ô 

p.  



 
vii.ò ïBAL. A cancel title page was inserted for the present British edition. It is 

preceded by a British edition (issued by Unwin in 1900), which bore the title and 

text of the true first edition (ie. the book described in the preceding entry). 

Original red cloth with gilt spine lettering and decoration. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 311pp. 

Spine slightly sun-faded, free endpapers tanned, else fine. Issued without plates. 

BAL 14205.  

10) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir and CLARKE, H[ugh] A. AVE PENNSYLVANIA. 

DEDICATED TO C.C. HARRISON . [Cover title]. [Philadelphia, 1909]. First 

edition, first printing. Sheet music; lyrics by Mitchell, music by Clarke. 4pp. Title 

and p. [2] printed on a single sheet, folded to form two leaves, one printed on both 

sides and the other blank, with each leaf measuring 10.5 x 7ò; pp. 3-4 printed on 

both sides of separate sheet measuring 10.5 x 7ò and laid-in. Lightly creased, faint 

offsetting to title, still very good or better. Very rare; OCLC describes this 

publication, but no copies are identified; BAL cites only the Yale copy. BAL 

locates two later printings of the text only (no music), one a broadside and the 

other a leaflet, issued at unknown dates. BAL 14255(A).  

11) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A 

CATALOGUE OF THE 



SCIENTIFIC AND LITERARY 

WORK OF S. WEIR MITCHELL. 

[Caption title]. [Philadelphia, 1894]. 

First edition. Authorôs printed calling 

card laid-in. Original green cloth with 

gilt cover title. 8.5 x 6ò. 40pp. Very 

nearly fine. As Mitchellôs own 

bibliography of his scientific 

publications and the first account of 

his writings in book form, this work is 

of obvious significance. Contains 124 

numbered entries, many with 

Mitchellôs lengthy commentary on the 

scientific merits and failings of his 

works, plus a list of twelve literary 

titles. Scarce. BAL 14162.  

12) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. CHARACTERISTICS. New York: The Century 

Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1892. First edition. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR (as ñWeirò) on the front free 

endpaper. Additionally, the author signs his name (as ñWeir Mitchellò) on the 

half-title. The presentation inscription is addressed to American poet and critic, 

Edmund Clarence Stedman, whose pictorial bookplate appears on the front 

pastedown. Stedman was one of the seven original members of the American 

Academy of Arts and Letters. Original green cloth, stamped in gilt and dark green. 

7.75 x 5.25ò. 307pp. Minor wear to spine ends, cloth slightly faded, still very 

good plus. BAL 14148.  



 
13) [Another]. London: Macmillan & Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York), 1901. Sixth edition, so stated, using the sheets of an American edition with 

a cancel title page. Original red cloth with gilt spine lettering and decoration. 7.75 

x 5.5ò. Near fine.  

14) S[TEVENSON], E[lizabeth] W[ister] and M[ITCHELL], S[ilas] W[eir]. 

THE CHILDRENôS HOUR. Philadelphia: Published for the Benefit of the 

Sanitary Commission, [by J.B. Lippincott and Co.], 1864. First edition of 

Mitchellôs first literary work. State without the acknowledgements leaf (no 

priority). Original blue cloth, BALôs binding ñBò (no priority among the 

three bindings noted). Variant in BALôs ñZò cloth; BAL notes this binding in 

his ñTRò cloth only.  

7.75 x 6ò. [8], 128pp. Light wear to extremities with small loss to spine 

ends, some sun and soil to cloth; good plus. This copy previously owned by 

Richard Vaux Buckley, and also his brother, Edward S. Buckley, Jr., with 

presentation inscriptions to each of them, from family members, on the front 

flyleaves. The Buckley brothers were Philadelphia natives. Both served as 



directors of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company and executives 

of the Real Estate Trust Company. Edward was also a director of the 

Insurance Company of North America. Complete with frontispiece and 9 

plates. In a letter, Mitchell wrote: ñThe Childrenôs Hour was written by 

Miss Elizabeth Stevenson and me for the benefit of the Sanitary 

Commission Fair of Philadelphia in 1864 and was edited by Mrs. Annie L. 

Wister, daughter of Rev. Dr. Furness. It was the first publication from my 

hand. The stories are mine, and the introductory verses. The other verses are 

by Miss Stevenson.ò ïqtd. in BAL 14061.  

 



 



 

15) [Another]. Same edition as 

preceding, state with the 

acknowledgements leaf (no 

priority). Original purple cloth, 

BALôs binding ñCò (no priority 

among the three bindings 

noted). BAL notes this binding 

in green cloth only. 7.75 x 6ò. 

[8], 128, [1]pp. Spine and 

portion of front board sun-

faded, minor wear; very good. 

This copy with an interesting 

inscription by Susan W. Logan 

dated 1867 on the front free 

endpaper. Mrs. Logan states 

that ñfour of the stories in verse 

contained in this book é were 

originally written in the form 



of a letter and addressed to my 

son ï A. Sydney Logan ï by 

his cousin, Elizabeth W. 

Stevenson.ò The Logans were 

wealthy Philadelphia Quakers. 

Algernon Sydney Logan 

(1849-1925) is remembered as 

the author of several novels 

and books of poetry. Complete 

with frontispiece and 9 plates.  

16) [Another]. Same state of text and binding as preceding, variant binding of brown 

ñZò cloth. BAL cites the ñCò binding in green ñBDò cloth only. Spine perished; 

fair only. Lacking one plate. Frontispiece and 8 plates only. BAL 14061.  

17) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. CIRCUMSTANCE. New York: The Century Co., 

[printed by the De Vinne Press], 1901. First edition. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front flyleaf. Original 

maroon cloth, stamped in gilt. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 495pp. Minor rubbing; very good plus. 

BAL 14202.  

18) [Another]. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York], 1901. First English edition, using the sheets of the American edition 

with a cancel title page. Original red cloth with gilt lettering and decoration on 

spine. 7.75 x 5.5ò. Spine slightly sun-faded, a little shaken, free endpapers 

tanned; very good. 495pp.  

19) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE COLLECTED POEMS. New York: The 

Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1896. First edition. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front 

free endpaper. The inscription is addressed to George McKerrow, Esq., whose 

bookplate appears on the front pastedown. Original maroon cloth with printed 

paper spine label. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 353pp. Lightly rubbed, minor foxing to endpapers; 

very good plus. BAL 14287.  

20) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to Ethel Latham, on the front pastedown. Spine 

label slightly foxed; very good plus.  

21) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A COMEDY OF CONSCIENCE. New York: The 

Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1903. First edition, probable first 

printing with title page printed in red and black. Original blue cloth stamped in 

white. 7.25 x 4.75ò. 129pp. Near fine. BAL 14216.  

22) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE COMFORT OF THE HILLS. [New York:] 

Privately printed [by the De Vinne Press], 1909. First edition. #34 of 50 copies. 

This copy with a PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE 

AUTHOR, to Catherine Bell, on the limitation leaf. Original flexible green cloth 



with gilt cover lettering. 7 x 4.75ò. 31pp. Cloth rubbed and with some light 

spotting; good plus. BAL 14256.  

23) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE COMFORT OF THE HILLS AND OTHER 

POEMS. New York: The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1910. 

First edition. The title poem was printed separately in book form the previous year 

in a limited, signed edition (see preceding entry). PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front free endpaper in pencil. 

The inscription is addressed to Robert Underwood Johnson (1853-1937), poet and 

editor of The Century Magazine, whose engraved, pictorial bookplate appears on 

the front pastedown. Original blue-green cloth with gilt spine lettering. 7ò x 5ò. 

98pp. Fine. BAL 14262.  

24) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE COMPLETE POEMS. New York: The 

Century Co., 1914. First edition. Original blue cloth with printed paper spine 

label. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 447pp. Near fine. BAL 14275.  

25) BILLINGS, J.S.; S[ilas] Weir MITCHELL; and D. H. BERGEY. THE 

COMPOSITION OF EXPIRED AIR AND ITS EFFECTS UPON ANIMAL 

LIFE. ABSTRACT OF A REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF AN 

INVESTIGATION MADE FOR THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE HODGKINS FUND. Washington: 

GPO, 1896. First separate edition, being an offprint from the Smithsonian Annual 

Report for 1895. Original printed wraps. 9.75 x 6.25ò. Pages 389-412. Wraps 

heavily reinforced with clear tape; small library stamp on front wrap and title 

page; thus fair only. BAL 14174.  

26) MITCHELL, S[i las] Weir. CONSTANCE TRESCOT. A NOVEL. New York: 

The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1905. Original blue cloth 

stamped in gilt.  

7.75 x 5.5ò. Bright and very nearly fine. BAL 14228.  

27) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. A very good copy only, but with a 

presentation inscription SIGNED BY SARAH MITCHELL NEILSON (1831-

1906), THE AUTHORôS SISTER, on the front free endpaper.  

28) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE CUP OF YOUTH AND OTHER POEMS. 

Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, Cambridge, 

1889. First edition. One of 518 copies printed (according to BAL). 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR TO HIS 

COUSIN, JANE J.R. HENRY, dated in the year of publication, on the front free 

endpaper. Original quarter white cloth and gray paper covered boards with printed 

paper spine label. 8.75 x 6ò. 76pp. Spine and covers soiled, spine label rubbed 

(text illegible), endpapers browned as usual; good only. BAL 14136.  

29) [Another]. Same edition as 

preceding. This copy with a 

PRESENTATION 



INSCRIPTION SIGNED 

BY THE AUTHOR TO 

PHYSICIAN AND 

FELLOW RITTENHOUSE 

CLUB MEMBER, ISAAC 

NORRIS, on the front free 

endpaper. Spine and covers 

soiled, small chip to spine 

label not affecting lettering, 

endpapers browned as 

usual; good plus.  

30) [Another]. Same edition as 

preceding. This copy with a 

PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED 

BY THE AUTHOR to Rita 

Ingersoll on the front free 

endpaper. Binding soiled, 

crease Item #29  

to front board; good only.  

31) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. This copy with a PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION BY MITCHELL (unsigned, ñwith the authorôs complimentsò) to 

Anna Russell. Spine soiled, endpapers tanned; good plus or a little better.  

32) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. This copy with PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to an unnamed recipient, on the 

front free endpaper. Several short tears to spine, spine label eroded with loss of all 

text; fair only.  



 

 



33) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A DIPLOMATIC ADVENTURE. New York: The 

Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1906. First edition. Original dark 

blue cloth stamped in gilt. 7 x 4.5ò. 166pp. Faint soil to spine, but near fine. 

Complete with frontispiece. BAL 14237.  

34) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. 

DOCTOR AND PATIENT. 

Philadelphia and London: J.B. 

Lippincott Co., 1888. First edition, 

large paper format. One of only 25 

copies thus, as noted by Mitchell in 

the Yale copy (see BAL). 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, 

dated in the year of publication, on 

the front flyleaf. Original brown 

cloth stamped in gilt. 9.75 x 6.25ò. 

177pp. Light wear to spine ends 

and corners, some light stains to 

cloth; good plus. BAL 14131.  

35) [Another]. Same publisher and date 

as preceding. First edition, small 

paper format. Original blue cloth 

stamped in gilt. This binding 

variant not noted by BAL (no 

priority determined). 7.75 x 5.25ò. 

177pp., [1]p. ads at front. Name on 

front pastedown, else near fine and 

bright. BAL 14131.  

36) [Another]. Same edition and 

format as preceding, in variant 

binding of dark brown cloth. BAL 

indicates this work was issued in 

several different shades of brown 

cloth, but offers no further 

description and no priority is 

determined. Moderate wear, two 

signatures sprung; good plus.  

37) [Another]. Same publisher, date, and format as preceding. Third edition, so 

stated. Original brown cloth stamped in gilt. Same pagination and ads as first 

edition. One signature starting, early name on front flyleaf, else near fine.  

38) [Another]. Same publisher as preceding. Fourth edition, so stated, issued 1904. 

Original blue cloth stamped in gilt. Same pagination as first edition, but with no 



ads. Cloth spotted, some heavy corner creases; fair only.  

39) [Another]. Same publisher as preceding. Fifth edition, so stated, issued 1904. 

Original blue cloth stamped in gilt, with single blind rules on covers. Same 

pagination as first edition, but with no ads. Near fine.  

40) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. DR. NORTH AND HIS FRIENDS. New York: The 

Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1900. First edition, first printing 

with six leaves in first (unsigned) gathering and two in the 31
st 

. This copy from 

the library of Robert Underwood Johnson (1853-1937), poet and editor of The 

Century Magazine, with his engraved, pictorial bookplate on the front pastedown. 

Original green cloth stamped in gilt. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 499pp. Very nearly fine. BAL 

14193.  

41) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, second printing with eight leaves in every 

gathering. Name of Bertha W. Mitchell (a relation of author?), dated 1900, on 

front free endpaper, else near fine.  

42) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. DR. NORTH AND HIS FRIENDS. London: 

Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New York], 1900. First 

English edition, using the sheets of the first printing of the American edition with 

a cancel title page. Original blue cloth stamped in gilt with same lettering and 

decoration on front cover as first American edition, but with no decoration on 

spine. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 499pp., 16pp. publisherôs catalog. Slightly cocked, very mild 

rubbing and soil to cloth; very good to near fine.  

43) [Another]. Same publisher and printer as preceding. 1901. Second English edition, 

using the same sheets as the second printing of the American edition with a cancel 

title page. Original red cloth with gilt spine lettering and decoration. Free 

endpapers tanned, else near fine.  

44) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. FAR IN THE FOREST. A STORY. Philadelphia: 

J.B. Lippincott Co., 1889. First edition. Original orange cloth lettered in gilt and 

with pictorial headpiece on front cover stamped in gilt and brown. Rule below 

spine imprint as in regular binding, but with white endpapers printed in tan with a 

leafy pattern as in variant described by BAL. BAL did not see this state of the 

binding or any state of the binding in orange cloth. 7.5 x 5.25ò. 298pp., [1]p. ads 

at front. A trifle cocked, else near fine. BAL 14135.  

45) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, in gray cloth variant of the regular 

binding (rule present below spine imprint and endpapers printed in floral 

pattern on background of criss-crossed lines). Light spotting to spine; very 

good.  

46) [Another]. London: Macmillan & Co., 1901. Second English edition (same first 

pagination as the first, issued by T.F. Unwin, 1898). Original red cloth with gilt 

spine lettering and decoration. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 302pp. Light sun-fading to spine, 



free endpapers tanned; very good plus.  

 

47) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. FAT 

AND BLOOD: AND HOW TO 

MAKE THEM . Philadelphia and 

London: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 

1878. Second edition, so stated, 

revised and enlarged. Contains a 

new preface and a few additions to 

the text, including discussion of 

several cases of nervous disorders 

treated by other physicians. The 

first edition was issued the previous 

year. Original flexible maroon 

cloth lettered in gilt and ruled in 

blind, variant in BALôs ñCò cloth 

(no priority; variant bindings of this 

edition not noted by BAL). 7 x 

4.75ò. 109pp., [10]pp. ads. Slightly 

rubbed, mild sun-fading to spine; 

very good plus. ñThe first effort in 

book form to spread the full 

knowledge of the rest treatment 



before the profession.ò ï Mitchell, 

A Catalogue of the Scientific and 

Literary Work of S. Weir Mitchell, 

70. BAL 14097. See Garrison and 

Morton 4554.  

48) [Another]. Same edition as 

preceding, variant in BALôs 

maroon ñSò cloth. Name Item #47  

and bookplate on front pastedown, else 

very good plus with minor wear to spine 

ends and corners. 

 

49) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. FAT AND BLOOD: AN ESSAY ON THE 

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN FORMS OF NEURASTHENIA AND 

HYSTERIA. Same publisher as preceding. 1884. Third edition, revised, with 

additions, so stated. First edition with this subtitle. Contains a new preface, 

reading in part: ñ é I have taken the occasion to rewrite a good deal é to add 

many practical hints é and to insert a considerable matter in regard to the 

treatment of obesity, the use of milk as a diet é ñ Original green cloth over 

beveled boards, lettered in gilt and with gilt rules on spine.  

7.75 x 5.25ò. 164pp. Tiny evidence of wear to head of spine, small, innocuous 

stain to title page, else near fine. BAL 14109.  

50) [Another]. Same publisher as preceding. Eighth edition, so stated, edited and 

with additions by Dr. John K. Mitchell, issued 1905. Original dark blue cloth 

with gilt lettering and rules. 7.5 x 5ò. 236pp. A few light spots to cloth, small 

bookplate remnant on front pastedown; very good or better.  

51) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. FRANCIS DRAKE. A TRAGEDY OF THE 

SEA. Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin and Co., Riverside Press, 

Cambridge, 1893.  

First edition. One of 494 copies according to publisherôs records cited by BAL. 

This copy from the library of American poet and critic, Edmund Clarence 

Stedman, with his pictorial bookplate on the front pastedown. Stedman was one of 

the seven original members of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 

Original ivory cloth. 8.75 x 6ò. 60pp. Moderate soil to cloth, with some heavier 

stains on rear cover; light damping to gutters; good plus. BAL 14156.  

52) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE GUILLOTINE CLUB AND OTHER 

STORIES. New York: The Century Co., 1910. First edition. Original green 

cloth stamped in gilt.  

7.75 x 5.25ò. 285pp. Complete with frontispiece and 13 plates by A. Castaigne. 

Light stains to spine, slight wear to base of spine; very good. BAL 14263.  

53) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. HEPHZIBAH GUINNESS; THEE AN D YOU; 



AND A DRAFT ON THE BANK OF SPAIN. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & 

Co., 1880. First edition. Original green cloth over beveled boards stamped in gilt. 

7.75 x 5.25ò. 199pp., [4]pp. ads. Slightly cocked, light soil to front cover; very 

good plus. BAL 14101.  

54) [Another]. Same publisher as preceding. 1887. Second edition, so stated. 

Original brown cloth over beveled boards. Same format and pagination as first 

edition. Lightly rubbed, name on front flyleaf; very good plus.  

55) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., 1899. Third edition, but the first issued 

by Century Co. Original gray cloth lettered in brown. 7.75ò x 5.5ò. Same 

pagination as first edition. Spine moderately soiled, else near fine.  

56) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE HILL OF STONES AND OTHER POEMS. 

Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, Cambridge, 

1883. First edition. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE 

AUTHOR to an unnamed recipient on the front free endpaper. Original dark 

brown cloth, stamped in gilt and dark red with pictorial centerpiece on front cover. 

BAL binding ñAò with laid paper flyleaves (no priority). 6.75ò x 4.5ò. 98pp. 

Small corner chip and short tear to title page and to front flyleaf, in no way 

affecting text, clean separation to gutter of title page (nearly detached), else very 

good plus with minor wear to spine ends. BAL 14105.  

57) [Another]. Same edition and state of binding as preceding, variant in gray cloth. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION BY MITCHELL (signed as ñthe authorò) on 

the front free endpaper. Top 1ò of the same leaf (presumably bearing recipientôs 

name) excised, else a very good to near fine copy with some faint soiling to front 

cover.  

58) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. Variant binding of light brown cloth. 

Corresponds to BALôs binding ñA,ò except front endpapers are on wove instead 

of laid-paper and no flyleaf is present at front. Small tear to head of spine, else 

near fine.  



 

59) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. HUGH 

WYNNE. FREE QUAKER. New 

York: The Century Co., [printed by 

the De Vinne Press], 1897. First 

published edition. Intermediate state 

not recorded by BAL, with all textual 

points corresponding to the first 

printing, but with integral title leaves 

instead of cancels. 2 volumes. 

Original gray cloth stamped in red 

only. BAL binding ñB.ò 7 x 4.75ò. 

306pp. and 261pp. Some light soiling 

and spotting of cloth, still very good. 

Complete with frontispiece in each 

volume. BAL 14178.  

60) [Another]. Same publisher and date as 

preceding. First published edition, 

second printing with integral title 

leaves and revised text. 2 volumes. 



Original gray cloth stamped in red and 

gray with gilt spine decorations, in 

original printed dust wrappers. 7.25 x 

5ò. Same pagination as first printing. 

Early gift inscription, else a fine set in 

very good dust wrappers with a small 

tear and small chip to the spine panel 

of vol. I (negligible impact on 

lettering). Complete with frontispiece 

in each volume. Rare in the dust 

wrappers. BAL 14178.  

61) [Another]. Same printing as preceding, lacking the dust wrappers. This set from 

the library of Dr. Elizabeth A. Ryder with her signed ownership inscriptions on 

the front endpapers and with correspondence and an unrecorded printed Christmas 

greeting by the author laid-in. The first piece of correspondence is an undated 

AUTOGRAPH NOTE SIGNED BY MITCHELL addressed ñDear Dr.,ò 

presumably written to Ryder, in which he requests ñG. Lymph.ò It is written on 

black-bordered mourning stationery and was probably executed circa 1898, the 

year his daughter, Maria, died of diphtheria. The second piece of correspondence 

is an ONE-PAGE TYPED LETTER SIGNED BY MITCHELL, addressed to 

Ryder, dated Nov. 17, 1913, with the original mailing envelope retained. The 

letter reads, in part: ñDear Dr. Ryder: If you conclude to take up the education and 

treatment of mentally deficient children and young people, you have my assurance 

that you are not only fitted to do this, but in every way more than usually 

competenté. ñ The UNRECORDED CHRISTMAS GREETING is titled THE 

STAR OF BETHLEHEM, THE DAY OF GIFTS, and printed on the recto of a 

sheet measuring 5.5 x 4ò. It is signed in print by Mitchell, and a star stamped in 

gilt appears at the head of the sheet. The first line of the poem is ñBrief symbol of 

Godôs greatest gift é ñ This greeting does not appear in BAL or OCLC. An 

inscription by Dr. Ryder appears on the verso, indicating that Mitchell sent the 

greeting to her ñjust before he died.ò In addition, there are TWO LETTERS 

SIGNED BY MITCHELLôS SON, DR. JOHN K. MITCHELL (II), addressed to 

Ryder, laid-in. Neither are dated. One is written on Dr. Mitchellôs medical 

stationery instructing Dr. Ryder in regards two patients. The content and tone of 

the letter suggests she was either a close colleague of Dr. Mitchell or in his 

employment. The other letter is a note of thank for a gift of cigars. Dr. Ryder 

graduated from the Womenôs Medical College of Philadelphia in 1891 and is 

known to have established her own practice on Walnut Street. She was also 

assistant director of women students in the Department of Physical Education, 

University of Pennsylvania, 1899-1901. The books are in very good condition; the 

Christmas greeting is lightly soiled, but very good; and all of the correspondence 

is fine. An interesting association set.  



 

62) [Another]. Same printing as preceding. SIGNED by the author on the half-title of 

vol. I. Early name on front pastedown of vol. I, else very good plus to near fine.  

63) [Another]. Same printing as preceding, also in two volumes. #58 OF 60 LARGE 

PAPER PRESENTATION SETS SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR. This set 

presented to Annis Lee Wister (Mrs. Caspar Wister), with Mitchellôs additional 

inscription, ñthanks for helpful kindness,ò dated Dec., 1898, on the 

limitation/presentation leaf. Mrs. Wister was a close friend of Mitchell and his 

ñliterary mentor.ò She proofread and critiqued Mitchellôs novels, and ñsometimes 

he jokingly said she wrote half his stories.ò ïEarnest,  

S. Weir Mitchell, pp. 73, 129. 2 volumes. Original quarter white cloth and gray 

paper covered boards with printed paper spine label. 11.5 x 8ò. Lacking the suite 

of 12 plates which was issued with large paper copies in a separate envelope. 

Minor wear to spine ends, some light soil and foxing to boards, still better than 

very good. An important association set. BAL 14178.  

64) [Another]. Same printing as preceding. #4 OF 60 LARGE PAPER 

PRESENTATION SETS SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR. This set presented to 

Ellen Waln Harrison. A presentation inscription by Mrs. Harrison to her son, 

George L. Harrison, appears on the front free endpaper, and Mr. Harrisonôs 

engraved, armorial bookplate is affixed to the front pastedown. George L. 

Harrison (1887-1958) was a prominent American banker and insurance executive. 

He served as legal secretary to Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. and general counsel to 

the Federal Reserve Board, before becoming president of the Federal  



 

Reserve Bank of New York (1928- 

1940). Later, he served as 

president of the New York Life 

Insurance Company. Lacking the 

suite of 12 plates which was issued 

with large paper copies in a 

separate envelope. Front board of 

vol. I browned, else very good 

plus. 

 

65) [Another]. Same printing as preceding. #10 OF 60 LARGE PAPER 

PRESENTATION COPIES SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR. This set presented to 

Robert P. Kane (1827-1906), a Philadelphia attorney and brother of the famous 

Arctic explorer, Elisha Kent Kane. Dr. Mitchell was acquainted with both Kane 

Item #63 
brothers. This set in contemporary half blue morocco rebacked in later blue 

cloth with new marbled endpapers and with the suite of 12 plates by Howard Pyle 

inserted at various places in the text. These plates were originally issued in a 

separate envelope. The only publisherôs binding noted by BAL was in quarter 

cloth and it is likely that the present set was custom bound. Only two of the plates 

appeared in the small paper edition. All of the plates are here printed in a larger 

format, with images measuring 7.25 x 5ò (the images in the small paper edition 

measure  

4.25 x 3ò). Corners worn, but a very good set.  

66) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., [the De Vinne Press], 1899. 

ñContinental edition illustratedò (same pagination as the first edition). First 

edition with these illustrations. AUTOGRAPH PRESENTATION LETTER 



SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR laid-in (undated, addressed in Bar Harbor). The 

recipient was a Miss Ward. 2 volumes. Original tan cloth lettered in blue and 

decorated in gilt. 8.25 x 5.5ò. Complete with frontispiece in each volume and 61 

plates, including the 12 plates by Howard Pyle that were first issued with large 

paper copies of the second printing, plus paintings, photographs, facsimiles, etc. 

Fine and bright. BAL 14289.  

67) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to a Mrs. Willing, on the front free endpaper. 

Spines sunned, soiling to cloth, bookplate on each front pastedown; good plus. 

Complete with frontispiece in each volume and 61 plates.  

68) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE 

AUTHOR in vol. II., reading as follows: ñFinding this book on my table in my 

bedroom I venture to leave in it my name. S. Weir Mitchell.ò This set from the 

library of George Frederick Baer (1842-1914) with his signature, dated 1899, on 

a preliminary leaf in each volume. Baer, a native of Lavansville, Pennsylvania, 

was a captain in the 133
rd 

PA Infantry during the Civil War, an attorney who served as counsel to J.P. 

Morgan, and, from 1901, the president of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad. In his latter capacity, he is most often 

remembered for his refusal to deal with the United Mine Workers during the Coal Strike of 1902 and his exposal of 

Social Darwinist theories during the crisis. He was also president of Franklin and Marshall College (1894-1914). Both 

Baer and Mitchell were honorary vice presidents of the Philadelphia meeting of the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science and both were members of American Philosophical Society committees for the organization of 

the Benjamin Franklin bicentennial celebration. Light soil to cloth; very good. Frontispiece in each volume and 60 (of 

61) plates. One plate removed from vol. II and lacking.  

69) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 

1900. First American edition in one volume. Original tan cloth stamped in 

blue with small color plate mounted on front cover. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 567pp. 

Spine browned, but very good. Complete with frontispiece and 11 plates by 

Howard Pyle.  

70) [Another]. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York], 1901. Third English edition, but the first by Macmillan and the first with 

all 12 of the Howard Pyle illustrations. Uses the sheets of the American edition of 

1900 (see preceding entry). The first English edition was issued by T. Fisher 

Unwin in 1897, also in one volume, but with only two plates. Original red cloth 

with gilt spine lettering and decoration. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 567pp. Light sun-fading to 

spine, free endpapers tanned, very good plus to near fine. Complete with 

frontispiece and 11 plates.  

71) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 

1908. Nineteenth edition with a new preface. Same binding, pagination, and 

illustrations as Century edition of 1900. Spine moderately sunned; very good. 

Complete with frontispiece and 11 plates.  



72) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, later printing, issued 1911. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front free 

endpaper. Some foxing to spine; very good. Complete with frontispiece and 11 

plates.  

73) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., 1922. First this edition, stated as ñSchool 

Editionò on the spine and with a new introduction and notes by Vincent B. Brecht. 

Follows the text and includes the introduction to the 19
th 

edition. Original beige 

cloth lettered in blue. 7.5 x 5ò. 582pp. Light soil to cloth and edges; lengthy 

penciled notes on rear endpapers; very good. Apparently complete with 

frontispiece portrait of the author and no other illustrations.  

74) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. IN WAR TIME. Boston and New York: Houghton, 

Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1885. First edition. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front 

flyleaf. The recipient, G.E. Jones, signs his name on the title page. Original red 

cloth stamped in gilt on spine and in blind on front cover. 7.25 x 4.75ò. Rubbed, 

lengthy ink notes on front pastedown, front free endpaper excised and lacking; 

good only. BAL 14110.  

75) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, variant binding of brown cloth (no 

priority). Wear to spine ends; hinges cracked, but holding well; damping to 

endpapers and margins of first and last few leaves; good plus.  

76) [Another]. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York], 1901. Eleventh edition, so stated. Original red cloth with gilt spine 

lettering and decoration. Light sun-fading to spine, free endpapers tanned; very 

good plus.  

77) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. JOHN SHERWOOD, IRONMASTER. New 

York: The Century Co., 1911. First edition, first printing, with leaves after 

preliminaries in gatherings of 16 rather than 8 (although signed as an octavo 

through the seventh gathering). Original green cloth stamped in gilt. 7.75 x 

5.25ò. 316pp. Gilt a little dull, but no wear; very good plus. BAL 14265.  

78) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, 

second printing, with leaves after 

preliminaries in gatherings of 8. Same 

binding and pagination as preceding. Gilt 

on spine slightly dull, still near fine.  

79) [Another]. Same edition and printing 

as preceding, second state of binding 

in tan cloth stamped in brown. BAL 

saw this variant on second printing 

copies only. Near fine.  



80) MITCH ELL, S[ilas] Weir. 

LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE 

NERVOUS SYSTEM, ESPECIALLY 

IN WOMENé. WITH FIVE 

PLATES. Philadelphia: Henry C. Leaôs 

Son & Co., 1881. First edition. Original 

dark blue-green cloth stamped in gilt on 

spine and with double blind rules on 

covers. BALôs binding ñBò with 

publisherôs spine monogram not 

enclosed in shield (no priority 

determined). 8 x 5.5ò. 233pp., 12pp. 

publisherôs catalog. Early name on front 

flyleaf, else near fine. Complete with 

five tables, one folding. BAL 14102.  

81) MITCHELL , S[ilas] Weir. LITTLE 

STORIES. New York: The Century Co., 

1903. First edition. Original blue cloth 

stamped in gilt. 7.5 x 4.5ò. 109, [1]pp. 

Minuscule nick to head of spine, early 

name on front free endpaper, else fine. 

Title page printed in black with green 

border. BAL 14217.  



 



 

82) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A 

MADEIRA PARTY. New York: The 

Century Co., 1895. First edition. 

Original soft leather stamped in blind. 

5ò x 3ò. 165pp. Lightly rubbed, small 

spots to a few gutters, still very good. 

Also contains, ñA Little More 

Burgundy.ò BAL 14166.  

83) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., 1902. Third printing; binding is identical 

to the first. This copy with interesting ephemera tipped on the front free 

endpapers, in the form of six one-page printed memorials for annual Madeira 

parties hosted by Douglas H. Thomas (1847-1919), a prominent Baltimore banker. 

The earliest memorial, printed for the 1893 gathering, bears the title ñMadeira 

Tasting,ò and contains notes on the eight varieties of Madeira selected for the 

party and a list of the 10 attendees. The other five memorials, printed for the 

gatherings of 1899, 1902, 1905, 1909, and 1910, respectively, are all titled, 

ñMadeira Party,ò and bear lists of the varieties of Madeira sampled on the various 

occasions (21 to 26 in number) and lists of the various attendees (11 to 18 per 

gathering). While Mitchell himself did not attend any of the Madeira parties here 



remembered, the 1910 party was attended by two prominent medical men: Dr. 

William H. Welch and Dr. Henry Barton James. A presentation inscription signed 

by Douglas H. Thomas appears on the front pastedown of this copy. He was 

president of the Merchants-Mechanicsô First National Bank of Baltimore and 

served as finance commissioner of Baltimore (1886-1892) among other city 

offices. Very good.  

84) [Another]. New York: Privately printed [for Thomas Nast Fairbanks by the 

Marchbanks Press], Christmas, 1922. One of 250 copies. Original brown paper 

covered boards backed in white paper spine and printed paper spine label. 7.75 x 

5.25ò. 36pp. Spine a little sunned, but near fine. Frontispiece. Scarce. BAL 

14297.  

85) [Another]. [New York?]: Privately printed by E.J. Rousuck, 1958. One of 100 

copies. Original red paper covered boards with white paper spine, gilt spine 

lettering, and pictorial paper label on front cover. 8.25 x 6ò. [31]pp. Fine.  

86) [Another]. Sacramento: Corti Brothers, 1975. One of 1,000 copies. Original 

quarter maroon cloth and decorative paper covered boards. 7 x 4.75ò. Fine. 

Frontispiece. Introduction by William J. Dickerson and appendices on Madeira 

wine by Roy Brady.  

87) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A MASQUE AND OTHER POEMS. Boston and 

New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1887. First 

edition. One of 500 copies bound (of 560 printed), according to BAL. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to ñCatherine 

[sic] Wharton,ò dated in the year of publication, on a preliminary leaf. The 

recipient, Katherine Johnstone Brinley Wharton (1834-1925), was the wife of 

Mitchellôs friend, Henry Wharton. Original quarter white cloth and tan paper 

covered boards with printed paper spine label. 8.75 x 6ò. 63pp. Moderate soil to 

cloth, spine label rubbed and mostly illegible; good plus. BAL 14124.  

88) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to Charles Leland Harrison (1861-1913), on the 

front free endpaper. Spine sunned, moderate soil to cloth, small chip to spine 

label; good.  

89) [MITCHELL, Silas Weir]. THE MOTHER [AND OTHER POEMS]. 

[Caption title]. [Privately printed, 1891. Date from BAL]. First edition. #13 OF 20 

COPIES PRINTED FOR THE AUTHORôS USE AND PRIVATELY 

DISTRIBUTED. THIS COPY NUMBERED BY THE AUTHOR AND WITH A 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY HIM. The inscription reads as 

follows: ñXX. Privately Printed ï No. XIII. Edmund C. Stedman, fr. Weir 

Mitchell.ò This copy also bears the small, pictorial bookplate of the recipient at 

the head of the first printed page. Edmund Clarence Stedman, a noted poet and 

critic, was one of the seven original members of the American Academy of Arts 

and Letters. THE ONLY INFORMATION REGARDING THE LIMITATION 

OF THIS EDITION CITED BY BAL WAS DERIVED FROM THE PRESENT 



COPY, as described in the sale catalog of Stedmanôs library (Anderson Auction 

Co., NY, 1911). BAL examined only the Yale copy, which was also inscribed and 

numbered by the author, however no indication of the total number of copies was 

given. The present copy also bears TWO AUTHORIAL REVISIONS TO THE 

TEXT (including the substitution of one word for another and the addition of one 

word), both of which are reflected in the text of the published version (1893, see 

following entry). Early 20
th 

century full orange morocco by Sangorski and Sutcliff, tooled in green, white, red, 

and gilt, with ornate floral decorations and multiple rule on both covers, raised bands and floral decorations in gilt on spine, 

wide, gilt-ruled dentelles, and doublures of fine green linen. 12 x 9.5ò. 22pp. Light horizontal crease 

to text leaves, minor soiling to first and last pages, still a very good copy. The 

beautifully executed binding is in very fine condition. Housed in a custom-made 

green cloth covered clamshell box with black morocco spine label lettered in gilt. 

This is one of Mitchellôs rarest printed works. No copies are located by OCLC and 

none have sold at auction in at least 20 years. The only other copy known to us is 

the one at Yale cited by BAL. There are substantial differences between the text 

of this edition and the published edition. BAL 14147.  

 
90) MITCHELL, S[il as] Weir. THE MOTHER AND OTHER POEMS. Boston 

and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1893. 

First trade edition. Clipped SIGNATURE OF THE AUTHOR affixed to the 

front free endpaper together with the authorôs printed calling card, which he has 

inscribed ñto my fellow rhymer.ò Original dark green cloth stamped in gilt. 

8.75 x 6ò. A hint of wear to spine ends, else near fine. BAL 14555.  

91) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. Clipped SIGNATURE OF THE AUTHOR 

on the front pastedown. Near fine and bright.  

92) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. MR. 



KRIS KRINGLE. A CHRISTMAS 

TALE. Philadelphia: George W. 

Jacobs, 1893. First edition, presumed 

first printing with plate references 

centered below captions, no plate 

inserted as frontispiece, and text 

printed on wove paper. Original 

quarter white cloth and light green 

paper covered boards with pictorial 

covers stamped in gilt and red. BAL 

only notes copies in pink and tan paper 

covered boards. 7.5 x 5.5ò. 48pp. 

Some soil to cloth, corners a little 

rubbed; very good. Complete with five 

plates. BAL 14157.  

93) [Another]. First edition, large paper 

copy. Same points as first printing, 

except one plate inserted as a 

frontispiece. Original cream-colored 

pictorial silk stamped in gilt, backed in 

somewhat coarser silk of similar color.  

9.75 x 7.25ò. 48pp. Head of spine slightly 

frayed; silk on covers eroded as far as 1/2" 

from edges in places, but in no way affecting 

text or illustrations; good plus. Complete with 

frontispiece and four plates. Very scarce; 

OCLC does not cite any large paper copies 

and none have sold at auction in at least 20 

years. BAL cites the Univ. of Virginia and 
Item #97 

Yale copies. BAL 14157. 

 



 
94) [Another]. Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs, 1894. ñFourth thousandò stated on 

title page. Corresponds to the second printing of the first edition described by 

BAL, with one plate inserted as frontispiece and plate references flushed to the 

right, however text printed on wove paper as in first printing. Original quarter 

white cloth and yellow-green paper covered boards with pictorial covers stamped 

in gilt and red. 7.5 x 5.5ò. 48pp. Light wear to spine ends, front cover damped, 

name and bookplate on front endpapers; good only. Complete with frontispiece 

and four plates.  

95) [Another]. Same as preceding, except ñfifth thousandò stated on title page and 

boards covered in tan paper. Chip to head of spine, call number on spine, 

covers soiled, new endpapers, frontispiece backed on new front free endpaper; 

fair only. Frontispiece and four plates.  

96) [Another]. Same as preceding, except ñsixth thousandò stated on title page, date 

on title page is 1897, and text printed on laid paper. Light soil to cloth, innocuous 

hand-coloring to cover illustration and one plate; about very good. Frontispiece 

and three plates. This copy bound without the final plate.  

97) [Another]. Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs, [1904]. First of this revised edition 

with a new preface and the first edition with these illustrations. Original dark 

green cloth stamped in white, light green, and red. 7.5 x 5.25ò. 105pp. Spine 

lettering flaked as is common with this title, light foxing on pages facing plates, 

else near fine. Complete with frontispiece and four plates by Clyde O. De Land. 



Title page printed in red and green; remaining pages printed in black with 

decorations in green. BAL 14221.  

98) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, variant binding not noted by BAL in 

light green cloth stamped in dark green and red. Priority not established, 

however this is likely a secondary binding. Fine. Complete with frontispiece 

and four plates.  

99) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. NEW SAMARIA AND THE SUMMER OF ST. 

MARTIN. Philadelphia and London: J.B. Lippincott Co., 1904. First edition. 

Original red cloth stamped in dark red and gilt (one of two variants noted by 

BAL, no priority determined). 7 x 4.5ò. 168pp. Very slight rubbing, but near fine 

and bright. Complete with photographic frontispiece portrait of author and four 

plates by Winfield S. Lukens. BAL 14222.  

100) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, variant binding in blue cloth stamped in 

dark blue and gilt (no priority). Near fine. Complete with frontispiece and four 

plates.  

101) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. NURSE AND PATIENT, AND CAMP CURE. 

Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1877. First edition. Original flexible purple 

cloth (BALôs ñCò cloth) with triple blind rules on cover, gilt cover lettering, gilt 

title lettered up the spine, and cream endpapers. BALôs binding ñAò (no priority). 

5.5 x 3.75ò. 73pp. Cloth lightly speckled; very good. BAL 14090.  

102) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, in BALôs binding 

ñBò (flexible ñSò cloth, stamped in gilt only, with spine 

lettered down, and brown-coated endpapers), variant in 

green cloth (no priority). BAL saw the ñBò binding in 

maroon cloth only. Near fine.  

103) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, in variant 

binding not noted by BAL: flexible maroon ñSò cloth, 

with double blind rules on covers, gilt cover lettering, 

and gilt title lettered down the spine. Near fine. This 

copy with a presentation inscription by the publisher, to 

Dr. Samuel Wolfe, of Philadelphia, on the front free 

endpaper.  

104) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ODE ON A LYCIAN TOMB. [New York: 

Privately printed by the De Vinne Press for the author, 1899]. First edition. One of 

35 copies printed, according to a letter by the author cited by BAL. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR (with first name) 

on front free endpaper, dated Christmas, 1899. It reads as follows: ñMy dear Kate, 

You too have suffered, Weir.ò The recipient was most likely Katherine Johnstone 



Brinley Wharton (1834-1925), wife of Mitchellôs friend, Henry Wharton. Original 

blue-gray papered covered boards lettered in gilt. 8 x 5.5ò. 16pp. Spine perished, 

but boards holding; else very good. The year preceding publication, Mitchell was 

devastated by the death of his daughter, Maria, from diphtheria. The present work 

was inspired by his visit to Egypt in the following period of mourning. ñThe trip 

and his own grief made him almost a poet. In Constantinople he saw the Lycian 

tomb called Les Pleureuses. Niched between the Dorian columns were eighteen 

figures representing the same woman in various attitudes of grief. Because of his 

own recent loss the work spoke to him. The result was his best poem, `Ode on a 

Lycian Tomb,ô which he wrote the following autumn at Bar Harbor.ò ïEarnest, S. 

Weir Mitchell, p.  

160. Very scarce. BAL 14190.  

105) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to William Doane, dated Feb., 1901, on the front 

flyleaf. William Croswell Doane (1832-1913) was the first Episcopal bishop of 

Albany, New York, an author, and a friend of Mitchell. The two men often met on 

Mt. Desert Island, Maine, Item #104  

 



 
where both had summer cottages. In this copy, Mitchell also wrote the initials of his departed 

daughter, M[aria] G[ouvernor] M[itchell] on the ñIn Memoriamò leaf. Contemporary calf with 

gilt rules on covers and gilt dentelles. Rules and perhaps lettering on spine in gilt, but now 

mostly eroded. Some wear, but very good. This copy is apparently custom-bound and BAL 

does not note a publisherôs deluxe binding.  

106)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. OF AILUROPHOBIA AND THE POWER TO BE 

CONSCIOUS OF THE CAT AS NEAR, WHEN UNSEEN AND UNHEARD. 

[Cover title]. [Philadelphia, 1905]. First separate edition, being a reprint from the 

Transactions of the Association of American Physicians. BALôs printing ñBò (no 

priority) with printed wraps (as opposed to self-wraps) and with no mention of 

American Medicine (where the article also appeared). Original gray wraps. 9.25 x 6ò. 

11pp. Stains and short tear to front wrap, wear to spine ends; good only. BAL 14231.  

107)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. PEARL RENDERED INTO MODERN ENGLISH 

VERSE. New York: The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1906. First 

edition. One of 500 copies printed according a letter by the author cited by BAL. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR (with initials) to 

Wilbur Quinn, on front free endpaper. Original green cloth with gilt cover title. 8 x 

5.5ò. 57pp. Very slightly rubbed, but near fine. BAL 14236.  

108)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. PEARL: RENDERED INTO MODERN ENGLISH 

VERSE. Portland, ME: Thomas Bird Mosher, 1908. Second edition, extended. One of 

60 copies. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to an 

unnamed recipient, on the front flyleaf. Original printed gray paper wrapper over 

flexible boards, in original publisherôs cardboard slipcase. 6.5 x 5ò. 27, [1]pp. A fine 

copy in cracked slipcase lacking the spine panel. BAL 14246.  



109)  [Another]. Same edition as preceding, lacking the slipcase. TYPED PRESENTATION 

LETTER SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR laid-in. It is addressed to May N. Cochran and 

dated Dec. 17, 1908. The original mailing envelope is retained, however it is not 

addressed in the authorôs hand. In his letter, Mitchell apologizes for not sending an 

autograph letter. He was apparently having difficulty writing. Mitchell also penned an 

unsigned PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION to Miss Cochran on the front flyleaf and 

signed his name on the final page below the last verse. Small chips to wrapper with loss 

of two letters of spine title; good plus.  

110)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. PHILIP VERNON. A TALE IN PROSE AND VERSE. 

New York: The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1895. Original green 

cloth. 7.5 x 5.25ò. 55pp. Early name on front free endpaper, else very nearly fine. BAL 

14165.  

111)  [MITCHELL, Silas Weir]. THE PHYSICIAN. [Cover title. Caption title on p. 1 

continues: READ BEFORE THE CONGRESS OF AMERICAN PHYSICIANS AND  

 SURGEONS, MAY THIRD, 1900]. [Boston: Merrymount Press, 1900]. First edition.  

 

 

One of 60 copies. Original printed gray wraps. 10.25 x 7ò. 7, [1]pp. Wraps 

chipped and internally repaired, not affecting text, thus good only. BAL 14199.  

112) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. PRINCE 

LITTLE BOY AND OTHE R TALES 

OUT OF FAIRYLAND. Philadelphia: 



J.B. Lippincott Co., 1888. First edition, 

first printing. Original brown-orange 

pictorial cloth stamped in black, orange, 

and gilt. 8 x 6.25ò. 157pp. Light rubbing 

to extremities, free endpapers creased and 

worn, early gift inscription on front 

flyleaf, but very good. Compete with 

frontispiece and 10 plates. BAL 14130.  

113) [Another]. Same edition, in variant 

binding of green pictorial cloth stamped 

in blue, orange, and gilt (no priority). 

Cloth speckled, early gift inscription on 

front flyleaf; good plus. Complete with 

frontispiece and 10 plates.  

114) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A PSALM OF DEATHS AND OTHER POEMS. 

Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, Cambridge, 

1890. First edition. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE 

AUTHOR on the front free endpaper. It is addressed to Charles Henry Luders 

(1858-1891), a Philadelphia poet. Luders died the year following publication of 

this book. Original quarter white cloth and gray paper covered boards with printed 

paper spine label, in plain paper dust wrapper, apparently the publisherôs. 8.75 x 

6ò. Some minor soiling of cloth, but a very good plus to near fine copy in fair dust 

wrapper (chipped and browned). BAL 14141.  

115) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, no dust wrapper. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to a Mrs. Childs, on the front free 

endpaper. The recipient was perhaps the wife of George William Childs (1829-

1894), a prominent Philadelphia philanthropist, the proprietor and editor of the 

Public Ledger, and a noted bibliophile. Monogrammed morocco bookplate on 

front pastedown bearing the initials H., E., and H. (Henry E. Huntington?). Some 

very light foxing and wear to covers, still very good plus and bright.  

116) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, no dust wrapper. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to Kate Wharton, on the front free 

endpaper. The recipient, Katherine Johnstone Brinley Wharton (1834-1925), was 

the wife of Mitchellôs friend, Henry Wharton. Cloth soiled, foxing to endpapers; 

good plus.  

117) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, no dust wrapper. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to 

Anna Russell, on the front free endpaper. Cloth soiled, good plus.  

118) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE RED CITY . A NOVEL OF THE SECOND 

ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT WASHINGTON. New York: The 

Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1908. First edition, first printing 



with initial and 25
th 

gatherings in four instead of eight. Original tan cloth stamped 

in blue with color plate mounted on front cover, in original printed dust wrapper. 

7.75 x 5.5ò. 421pp. Offsetting to endpapers from publisherôs dust wrapper, else a 

near fine copy in good plus dust wrapper (internal repairs and split to rear hinge 

with minimal loss, affecting no text). Complete with frontispiece and nine plates 

by Arthur I. Keller. Rare in the dust wrapper. BAL 14249.  

119) [Another]. First edition, second printing with all gatherings in eight. Binding is 

identical to first printing. In original printed dust wrapper. Second state of the 

wrapper, bearing new ads on the rear panel (listing titles for 1909). Light spotting 

to spine, but a very good in good dust wrapper with some wear and short tears, not 

affecting lettering. BAL 14249.  

120) MITCHELL, S[ ilas] Weir. RESEARCHES UPON THE VENOM OF THE 

RATTLESNAKE: WITH AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ANATOMY AND 

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE ORGANS CONCERNED. [At the head of the title 

page:] Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. [Cover imprint: Washington 

City: Published by the Smithsonian Institution; New York: D. Appleton; 1861. On 

verso of title: Collins, Printer, Philadelphia]. First separate edition, being an 

offprint from Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, vol. XII (1860). 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION BY MITCHELL (signed as ñthe authorò) TO 

DR. JOHN ASHURST, on the front wrap. Ashurst (1839-1900) was a noted 

Philadelphia surgeon and professor at the medical school of the University of 

Pennsylvania, a frequent contributor to the journals of his profession, and the 

author of a widely-used textbook, Principles and Practices of Surgery (first 

edition, 1871). Original printed gray paper front wrap, rear wrap lacking. 13 x 

10ò. 145pp. Front wrap chipped and neatly reattached; spine with manuscript title 

added and chipped. Mild soil to title page and some early penciled notes by a 

reader with medical training, but interior otherwise clean and bright. Good plus. 

Twelve woodcuts in the text. Mitchell wrote that the work ñwas the result of four 

years of such small leisure as I could spare amidst the cares of constantly 

increasing practice. The story of the perils and anxieties of this research, 

embarrassed by want of help and by its great cost, is untold in its pagesé. So far 

as the habits , anatomy, and physiology of serpents are concerned, no one has 

bettered this work. An enormous addition was made in it to venom toxicology; 

that venoms are respiratory poisons was settled by it, and the pathology was also 

much advanced; many questions of antidote were set at rest.ò --Scientific and 

Literary Works of S. Weir Mitchell 13 (citing only the periodical printing). BAL 

14055. Garrison & Morton 2104.  

121) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ROLAND BLAKE. Boston and New York: 

Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., Riverside Press, 1886. First edition. 

PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front free 

endpaper. It reads: ñSarah, With my constant love, Weir.ò The recipient was Sarah 

Butler Wister, the daughter of famed actress and memoirist, Fanny Kemble and 

the wife of Dr. Owen Jones Wister. An engraved bookplate bearing the name, 

ñButler Place,ò the Wistersô Philadelphia home and the former residence of Fanny 



Kemble, appears on the front pastedown. ñMrs. Kembleôs daughter, Sarah Wister, 

the mother of novelist Owen Wister, was, Mitchell said, the most interesting 

woman he had ever known. `We had many contentions, but never a quarrel.ô Her 

friendship meant much to the lonely man [following the death of his first wife]. 

There is reason to believe that she furnished the model for several of the heroines 

of his novelsé. ò --Earnest, S. Weir Mitchell, p. 73. She was also one of 

Mitchellôs most important literary advisers, who proofread his novels and 

provided him with ñinformed and sympathetic literary criticismé. Well read in 

the literature of several languages, she could support his views with well-chosen 

illustrations.ò ïibid., p. 137. Furthermore, Wister and Mitchell shared a high 

degree of mutual affection and frequent correspondence, leading Mitchellôs 

biographer to speculate that they may have been ñmore than half in love with each 

other.ò ïibid., p. 237. Original green cloth with black cover lettering and gilt spine 

lettering. 7.25 x 5ò. 379pp., 12pp. publisherôs catalog. Slightly cocked, spine 

lettering dull, but very good. This novel includes a character study of a neurotic 

woman, Octopia Darnell, and thus reflects Mitchellôs medical interests. A 

significant presentation copy. BAL 14120.  

122) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, 

variant binding of brown cloth (no 

priority). Light speckling to cloth with 

slight loss to spine imprint, small 

gouge to upper corner of front board; 

about very good.  

123) [Another]. New York: The Century Co., 

[printed by the De Vinne Press], 1898. 

Eighth edition, so stated. Original blue 

cloth lettered in black and gilt. 7.75 x 

5.25ò. Light wear to spine, early name 

on front free endpaper; very good.  

124) [Another]. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York], 1901. Ninth edition, so stated, using the sheets of an American edition with 

a cancel title page 
Item #121 

(text corresponds to the eighth edition described in the 

preceding entry). Original red cloth with gilt spine lettering and decoration. 7.75 x 

5.5ò. Light sun-fading to spine, light soil to boards, a little shaken, last signature 

starting, still very good.  



 
125) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. SELECTIONS FROM THE POEMS OF S. 

WEIR MITCHELL. London, Macmillan and Co., 1901. First of this collected 

English edition. ñReprint save for a 4-line `Prefaceô and a few notes.ò ïBAL. 

PRESENTATION COPY WITH AUTHORôS COMPLIMENTARY SLIP tipped 

to the front free endpaper. The recipient was Alfred Austin, whose armorial 

bookplate appears on the front pastedown. Austin (1835-1913) was Tennysonôs 

successor as Poet Laureate. This copy was later purchased by Mitchell from 

Austinôs estate and bears MITCHELLôS ARMORIAL BOOKPLATE (tipped on 

the front pastedown above Austinôs) and HIS OWNERSHIP INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED WITH INITIALS (on the front free endpaper). The inscription reads as 

follows: ñI saw this in the catalogue of the sale of the library of Austin. It was 

described as `uncutô [ie. unopened and unread], but so was Meredithôs poems, 

which consoles me!ò Original green cloth. 8.25 x 5.5ò. 181pp. Tiny evidence of 

soil to front cover, mild tanning of free endpapers, still near fine and unopened. In 

a letter printed in The Proceedings of the Charaka Club (see item #206 below), 

Mitchell stated that only 18 copies of this book were sold in the first year and 

none afterwards, and that 100 review copies were given to English periodicals. He 

asked the publisher to send him 50 copies and to destroy all the remainders. The 

fifty copies were shipped to Mitchell as requested, but were stopped by U.S. 

customs (the book bore an English imprint, but a U.S. copyright statement). 

Mitchell was unsuccessful at gaining their release and he believed that they were 

eventually destroyed. Mitchell thus considered this to be ñone of the very rarest of 

books.ò While he overstates his case (OCLC locates 27 institutional copies in the 

U.S. and one in Canada), it is undoubtedly a scarce title in the trade. BAL 14201.  

126) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR to Mrs. Jastrow, on the front free endpaper. The 



recipient was perhaps Rachel Szold Jastrow, the wife of Joseph Jastrow and a 

noted suffragist. Joseph Jastrow, a native of Poland educated in Philadelphia, 

was a prominent psychologist, professor at the University of Wisconsin, and 

organizer of the psychology exhibition at the World Columbian Exposition of 

1893. His father was Rabbi Marcus Jastrow, the eminent Talmudic scholar, and 

his brother was Morris Jastrow, Jr., an Oriental scholar and professor of Semitic 

languages at the University of Pennsylvania. We can not rule out the possibility 

that the recipient of this copy was the wife of Marcus or Morris Jastrow, rather 

than Joseph, however the association would be notable in any of these instances. 

Sun-fading and a few light stains to spine, but sound and internally clean; good 

plus.  

127) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to Helen Hamilton Robbins, on the front free 

endpaper. Very good plus.  

128) [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR to Eleanor Barnes, on the front free endpaper. 

Very good.  

129) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. SOME RECENTLY DISCOVERED LETTERS 

OF WILLIAM HARVEY WITH OTHER MISCELLANEAé. WITH A 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF HARVEYôS WORKS BY CHARLES PERRY 

FISHER. [At the head of the title page:] Transactions of the College of 

Physicians of Philadelphia.  

Philadelphia: [Dornan, Printer], 1912. First edition. Original blue paper wraps with printed 

paper cover label. 9 x 7.5ò. 59pp. Very shallow chips and creasing to yapp edges of wraps, as 

usual, still near fine and bright. BAL 14271.  

130)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. SUSPENSION IN LOCOMOTOR ATAXIA. WITH A 

SUMMARY OF TWENTY -THREE CASES FROM THE CLINICAL SERVICE 

OF DR. MITCHELL, REPORTED BY DR. GUY HINSDALE FROM THE 

TABLES OF THE RESIDENT, DR. CASPAR W. SHARPLES. [Cover title]. 

[Philadelphia, 1890]. First separate edition, being a reprint from the University Medical 

Magazine, April, 1890. One-page prospectus for the Magazine, mentioning this offprint, 

laid-in. Original printed wraps. 10.25 x 6.75ò. 5pp. Light chipping to wraps, in no way 

affecting text, still about very good. Scarce. BAL 14142.  

131)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. TWO LECTURES ON THE CONDUCT OF THE 

MEDICAL LIFEé. ADDRESSED TO THE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF PENNSYLVANIA AND THE JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1893. First edition. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the front free endpaper. Original 

salmon-colored paper covered boards with tan cloth spine. 7.5 x 6.5ò. 51pp. Small chip 

to one corner and wear to others, still about very good. BAL 14158.  



132)  
[Another]. Same edition as preceding in variant binding with red cloth spine. This 

variant not noted by BAL and no priority has been determined. Light soil to boards, 

early name on front free endpaper, still very good.  

133)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. A VENTURE IN 1777. Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs 

& Co., [1908]. First edition. Original yellow pictorial buckram stamped in black, blue, 

white, and gilt. BAL binding ñAò (presumed to have priority). 7.75 x 6ò. 120pp. Minor 

soiling to spine, still about near fine. Complete with frontispiece and three plates tinted 

in blue. BAL 14247.  

134)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE WAGER AND OTHER POEMS. New York: The 

Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1900. First edition. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, to Catherine [sic] Wharton, on the front 

free endpaper. The recipient, Katherine Johnstone Brinley Wharton (1834-1925), was 

the wife of Mitchellôs friend, Henry Wharton. Original dark blue cloth lettered in gilt. 

7.75 x 5.5ò. 47pp. Fine. BAL 14191.  

135)  
[Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY 

THE AUTHOR to an unnamed recipient on the front free endpaper. It reads: ñAs for 

these many years so also now, I am the servant of an ancient friendship --& give you of 

my best. S. Weir Mitchell.ò Small bump to each board, else near fine.  

136)  [Another]. Same edition as preceding. PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY 

THE AUTHOR to Sophia Conover on front flyleaf. Signed ownership inscription of  

 



 

W[illiam] Shaffer Jack, literary scholar, professor at the University of 

Pennsylvania, and poet on front free endpaper. Small chip to head of spine, else 

very good.  

137) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. 

WEAR AND TEAR, OR HINTS 

FOR THE OVERWORK ED. 

Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 1871. 

First edition, first state with 

gatherings signed with numerals 

only. Original maroon cloth lettered 

in gilt and with double blind rules 

on covers. 6.5ò x 4.5ò. 59pp. Spine 

sun-faded and with tiny chip at 

head, still very good. BAL 14074.  

138) [Another]. Same edition and state 

as preceding, variant in purple 

cloth (no priority). Cloth faded, 

minor wear to spine ends, stain on 



rear cover, still about very good.  

139) [Another]. Fourth edition, so stated, 

issued 1874. Original printed tan 

paper wraps. 6.5 x 4.25ò. Same 

pagination as first edition. Base of 

spine chipped, one corner worn, but 

very good.  

140) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, apparent later printing with no date on the 

title page. Original green cloth with same design as the first edition binding. Same 

format and pagination as first edition. Very slightly rubbed; near fine. 
Item #137 

 

141) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. WESTWAYS. A VILLAGE CHRONICLE. New 

York: The Century Co., 1913. First edition. Original green cloth stamped in gilt, 

in original printed dust wrapper.. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 510pp. A fine copy in good dust 

wrapper with several small chips to spine panel and repairs on verso. Scarce in the 

dust wrapper. BAL 14272.  

142) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. WHEN ALL  THE WOODS ARE GREEN. A 

NOVEL. New York: The Century Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press], 1894. 

First edition. Original green cloth stamped in dark green, gilt, and blind. 7.75 x 

5.25ò. 419pp. Rear board a bit bowed, else a near fine. Complete with 

frontispiece portrait of the author. BAL 14160.  

143) [Another]. London: Macmillan and Co., [printed by the De Vinne Press, New 

York], 1901. First English edition, using the sheets of an American edition 

with a cancel title page. Original red cloth with gilt spine lettering and 

decoration. 7.75 x 5.5ò. 419pp. Light sun-fading to spine, text block dropped, 

still very good or better. Complete with frontispiece portrait of the author.  



 

144) [MITCHELL, Silas Weir]. THE 

WONDERFUL STORIES OF FUZ-BUZ 

THE FLY AND MOTHE R GRABEM THE 

SPIDER. Philadelphia:  

J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1867. First edition of the first 

book written entirely by Mitchell, large paper copy. 

Original quarter maroon cloth and maroon paper 

covered boards with spine stamped in gilt. 9.75 x 

7.25ò. 79pp. Light speckling to spine, wear to 

corners with slight loss, one short marginal tear; good 

plus. Complete with frontispiece and eight plates. 

BAL 14065. 

 

145) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, small paper copy, BALôs regular format 

with frontispiece and only two additional plates. Original purple cloth stamped in 

gilt over beveled boards, variant not corresponding to any of the three described 

by BAL, in BALôs ñCò cloth (as in binding ñCò), with lettering and illustration 

centered on front cover and repeated on the rear cover in blind (as in bindings ñAò 

and ñBò), blind rules only on spine (as in binding ñAò), and brown-coated 

endpapers (as in binding ñBò). BAL gives no priority to the three bindings 

described and states, ñIn all likelihood, the binding was contributed by a number 

of binders, hence the variations.ò 7 x 5.25ò. 79pp. Light wear to spine ends, a few 

small spots to spine, still very good. BAL 14065.  



146) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, small paper copy, BALôs ñintermediateò 

format with frontispiece and eight plates (priority of two formats not 

determined). PRESENTATION INSCRIPTION BY THE AUTHOR in pencil on 

the front flyleaf, reading: ñWith the Doctorôs regards, Jan., 1867.ò Original 

maroon cloth stamped in gilt. Corresponds to BALôs binding ñA,ò however BAL 

notes only the variant in green ñCò cloth (the present copy in cloth similar to 

BALôs ñCMò cloth). BAL gives no priority to the three bindings described for 

the intermediate format. [Note: These bindings are different than those recorded 

for the regular format]. Chips to spine, hinges repaired, shaken; fair only. BAL 

14065.  

147) [Another]. Same edition and format as preceding. AUTOGRAPH INSCRIPTION 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR, written in 1907, on the front free endpaper, reading 

as follows: ñThe first edition was that of the Sanitary Commission Fair in 1864. 

This was the second & is rare. Weir Mitchell. [P.S.] The first included verses by 

Miss Stevenson left out of this edition. S.W.M.ò The ñfirst editionò referred to is 

evidently The Childrenôs Hour, co-written with Elizabeth Wister Stevenson, and 

published in the year stated.  

 



However, no part of the text of that 

earlier work is duplicated in the present 

edition and it would appear that the 

Mitchellôs memory failed him in this 

regard. It should be noted that this 

inscription was written many years after 

the books in question were published 

and in the authorôs 78
th 

year of life. 

Original purple cloth stamped in gilt and 

blind. BALôs binding ñBò in his ñCò 

cloth. Wear to extremities with slight 

loss to spine ends, name on front 

pastedown, some light soil to text; good 

plus. Complete with frontispiece and 

eight plates. 

 

148) [Another]. Same edition and 

format as preceding. Original 

green cloth (BALôs ñCò cloth) 

stamped in gilt and blind. 

Corresponds to BALôs binding 

ñB,ò however BAL does note a 

variant in green ñCò cloth. Lower 

half of front free endpaper 

excised, light wear to fore-edge of 

a few leaves, else very good. 

Complete with frontispiece and 

eight plates.  

149) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. [W ORKS]. New York: The Century Co., 1914-1915. 

ñAuthorôs Definitive Edition.ò Later printings, except Constance Trescot (1914). 

9 volumes only (of 16). Original green cloth with gilt spine lettering in field of 

black. 8.75 x 6.ò Tiny tear to center of spine of one volume, else very good or 

better. Please inquire for a list of the extant titles.  

150) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. THE YOUTH OF WASHINGTON, TOLD IN 

THE FORM OF AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. New York: The Century Co., 

[printed by the De Vinne Press], 1904. First edition, second issue with no 

signature mark 3, pp. 187-188 a cancel, and 12 lines of text on p. 187. Original 

yellow cloth stamped in blue, gilt, and blind. BALôs binding ñA.ò 7.75 x 5.5ò. 

290pp. Moderate sun to spine, but very good. BAL 14223.  

151) [Another]. Same edition as preceding, second printing (perhaps third issue of 

first printing) with signature mark 3, pp. 187-188 on canceled leaf, and 12 

lines on p. 187. Binding as preceding entry. Heavy sun to spine, light stain to 



front cover; good plus. BAL 14223.  

152)  [Another]. Same edition as preceding, probable third, but perhaps second printing with 

pp. 187-188 on integral leaf. Same binding as preceding entry. Faint spot on front 

cover, name on front flyleaf, else fine and bright. BAL 14223.  

153)  [Another]. Same edition as preceding, large paper copy (pp. 187-188 integral and 12 

lines of text on p. 187, as in latest issue BAL describes for small paper format). One of 

100 copies. AUTOGRAPH PRESENTATION NOTE SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR 

laid-in. It reads as follows: ñI incline not to spoil this volume with my signature. Yrs, 

Weir.ò Original quarter ivory cloth (imitating vellum) and gray paper covered boards. 

10.75 x 7.5ò. Lacking spine label, spine soiled, light corner wear, else very good. BAL 

14223.  

154)  
[Another]. London: T. Fisher Unwin, [printed by the De Vinne Press, New York], 

1904. First English edition. Excepting a new title page, the text corresponds to that of 

the preceding two entries. Original red cloth stamped in black, gilt, and blind, 

duplicating the design of BALôs ñAò binding of the American edition. 7.75 x 5.25ò. 

Small sticker remnant on front free endpaper, else very fine and bright.  

 

BOOKS WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY SILAS WEIR MITCHELL  

 

(Sorted by Primary Author/Editor and Title)  

155) [AME RICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY]. HENRY CHARLES LEA. 

[Philadelphia, 1911]. First separate edition, being a reprint from the 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society (1911). Original printed tan 

paper wraps. 9.5 x 6.5ò. 41pp. Historical society stamp on both wraps and title 

page, but no other signs of institutional use; very good. Frontispiece. Contains 

an address by Mitchell concerning his presentation of a portrait of Henry 

Charles Lea to the Society.  

156) [AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY; HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA]. PROCEEDINGS OF THE JOINT MEETING OF THE 

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA, LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA, 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, ACADEMY OF NATURAL 

SCIENCES OF PHILADELPIA, HELD JANUARY 20, 1911. 

PRESENTATION OF PORTRAITS OF HENRY CHARLES LEA AND 

ISAAC LEA. ABSTRACT OF THE MEETING OF THE HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, HELD MARCH 13, 1911. 

PRESENTATION OF PORTRAIT OF HENRY CHARLES LEA. 

[Philadelphia, 1911]. First of this edition. Contains the same text as the preceding 

entry, with the addition of the ñAbstractò of the meeting of the Historical Society 

of Pennsylvania, as alluded to in the title (pp. [43]-53). This is the first printing of 

the ñAbstractò in book form, being a reprint from The Pennsylvania Magazine 

(1911). Contemporary full blue flexible morocco with gilt lettering on cover. 10 x 



6.5ò. 53pp. Small chips to spine and covers, else very good.  

157) [AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY]. THE RECORD OF THE 

CELEBRATION OF THE TWO HUNDRE DTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

BIRTH OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY HELD AT PHILADELPHIA 

FOR PROMITING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE, APRIL THE 

SEVENTEENTH TO APRIL THE TWENTIETH, A.D. NINETEEN 

HUNDRED AND SIX. Philadelphia: Printed for the American Philosophical 

Society, [by the New Era Print. Co., Lancaster], 1906. First edition. Original green 

cloth with spine stamped in gilt. 10.25 x 7.5ò. 321pp. Small paper label on spine, 

historical society bookplate on front pastedown, but no other signs of institutional 

use and otherwise a fine, bright copy. Complete with color frontispiece portrait 

and one portrait plate. Mitchell was a member of the executive committee that 

organized the celebration and contributes a poem, ñThe Memory of Franklin,ò to 

this volume (pp. 193-195). See BAL 14242 for a separate leaflet printing of the 

poem.  

158) BLANKENBURG, Lucretia L. THE BLANKENBURGS OF 

PHILADELPHIA. Philadelphia: John C. Winston Co., [1929]. Second edition, 

following the first of the previous year. Presentation inscription signed by the 

author on the front free endpaper. Original blue cloth lettered in gilt and ruled 

in blind. 8.25 x 5.75ò. 238pp. Slightly rubbed, light marginal foxing to 

frontispiece and title page, offsetting to two contents pages; very good plus. 

Frontispiece and plates. A letter by Mitchell to Mayor Blankenburg is printed 

on pp. 213-214.  

159) [COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA]. EXERCISES ON 

THE OCCASION OF THE DEDICATION OF THE NEW HALL OF THE 

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS  OF PHILADELPHIA. NOVEMBER TENTH 

AND ELEVENTH, MDCCCCIX. [At head of title:] 1787-1909. [Philadelphia, 

1909]. First edition. Original dark green cloth stamped in gilt and blind. 9 x 6ò. 

129pp. Near fine. Contains Mitchellôs ñAddress of Welcomeò (pp. 117-123) and 

his toast on ñThe Old College and the Newò (pp. 87-91). See BAL 14257 for a 

separate pamphlet edition of the address and reference to a contemporary 

periodical printing of the same.  

160) [HARRISON, George L., compiler]. REPORT OF HARRISON ET AL. VS. 

ST. MARKôS CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. A BILL TO RESTRAIN THE 

RINGING OF THE BELLS SO AS TO CAUSE A NUISANCE TO THE 

OCCUPANTS OF THE DWELLINGS IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY 

OF THE CHURCH. IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, NO. 2. IN 

EQUITY. BEFORE HARE, P.J., AND MITCH ELL, ASSOCIATE J. 

PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY, 1877. [Philadelphia]: Printed by Allen, Lane 

& Scott, [1877]. Original dark blue-green cloth with gilt spine lettering. 9 x 6ò. 

X, 491pp. Some light wear; both hinges cracked internally, but holding; still a 

very good copy. Large folding hand-colored street plan. Includes testimony by 



Mitchell (pp. 97-100) on the nervous distress caused by early morning bell 

ringing and by the subsequent disruption of sleep amongst those affected. In 

addition, a letter by Mitchell, elaborating on his testimony, appears on pp. 278-

279. Henry Charles Lea, Dr. Samuel Gross, and other prominent Philadelphians 

also testified in this case.  

161) JENKINS, Charles Francis, compiler. QUAKER POEMS. A COLLECTION 

OF VERSE RELATING TO THE SOCIETY  OF FRIENDS. Philadelphia: 

John C. Winston & Co., 1893. First edition. Original quarter white cloth over 

pictorial gray cloth stamped in gilt. 8 x 5.75ò. 269pp. Moderate soil to cloth, but 

very good with presentation inscription by genealogist and memoirist, William 

Ellis Scull, on the title page. Frontispiece and plates. Contains Mitchellôs poem, 

ñThe Quaker Graveyardò (pp. 209-210). Not in BAL.  

162) MCDONOUGH, Mary Lou, compiler. POET PHYSICIANS. AN 

ANTHOLOGY OF MEDICAL POETRY WRITTEN BY PHYSICIANS. 

Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas, 1945. First edition. Original green cloth, in 

original printed dust wrapper.  

10.25 x 6.25ò. 210pp. A near fine copy in very good dust wrapper with small 

tears and crease to head of front panel. Contains Mitchellôs poem, ñThe Birth and 

Death of Pain.ò  

163) [MASSACHUSSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL]. THE SEMI -

CENTENNIAL OF ANAESTHESIA. OCTOBER 16, 1846. OCTOBER 16, 

1896. Boston: Massachusetts General Hospital, [printed by H.O. Houghton and 

Co., Cambridge], 1897. First edition. Original maroon cloth stamped in gilt. Spine 

and portion of rear board sun-faded, offsetting to endpapers, still about very good. 

10.25 x 7.75ò. 95pp. Frontispiece and plates. Contains Mitchellôs poem, ñThe 

Birth and Death of Painò (pp. 79-82), which was read by the author at the 

ñCommemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the First Public Demonstration of 

Surgical Anesthesia at the Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, October 16, 

1896.ò See BAL 14173 for a separate pamphlet edition of this poem (probable 

first printing, issued circa 1896). The remainder of the present volume consists of 

various addresses delivered during the commemoration ceremony.  

164) MILLER, William Otto, ed. PENNSYLVANIAôS VERSE. Philadelphia: Printed 

by  

J.B. Lippincott Co., 1902. First edition. #362 of 1,000 copies. Presentation 

inscription signed by the editor on the front free endpaper. On the same leaf 

appears the signature of Edward A. Schumann (1879-1970), who was a noted 

Philadelphia obstetrician and gynecologist; professor of obstetrics at the 

University of Pennsylvania; and a president of the American Gynecological 

Association. Original tan cloth stamped in red, dark blue, and gilt. 7.5 x 5.5ò. 

212pp. Spine sunned, but a very good copy. Frontispiece. Contains three poems 

by Mitchell. Not in BAL.  

165) MILLER, William Otto, [compiler]. SONGS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF  



PENNSYLVANIA. BROUGHT UNDER ONE COVER BY WILLIAM 

OTTO  
MILLER `04. Philadelphia: Published by  

the Houston Club of the University of  

Pennsylvania, [printed by] the Press of the  

University of Pennsylvania, [1923]. Fourth  

edition. Original dark blue cloth stamped in  

red and gilt. 11 x 8.25. 151pp. Near fine.  

Contains the song, ñAve Pennsylvania,ò with  

lyrics by Mitchell and music by Hugh A.  

Clarke. Frontispiece; illustrated title page  

printed in red and black; printed music  

throughout. See BAL 14255 for first edition  

of ñAve Pennsylvania,ò issued in 1909. The  

first edition of the present volume was issued  

in 1903 and did not include Mitchellôs  

contribution.  

166) MITCHELL, John Kearsley. FIVE  

ESSAYS. EDITED BY S. WEIR  
MITCHELL. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott  

& Co., 1859. First edition. Silas Weir  

Mitchellôs first book appearance, with a  

dedication and preface by him. The five  

essays by his father collected in this volume  

are all on medical and scientific subjects.  

Original purple cloth. 7.5 x 5ò. 371pp.  

Worn, faded, hinges cracked and repaired  

internally, library bookplate on front 
Item #166 

 

pastedown and call number removed from  



 
spine; fair only. BAL 14050.  

167) OLDROYD, Osborn H., [compiler]. THE POETôS LINCOLN. TRIBUTES 

IN VERSE TO THE MARTYRED PRESIDENT. Boston: Chapple Pub. Co., 

1915. First edition. Original green cloth lettered in white with gilt centerpiece on 

front cover. 8 x 5.25ò. 261pp. Lightly rubbed, cocked, bookplate on front 

pastedown; about very good. Frontispiece portrait and plates. Contains a brief 

biographical sketch of Mitchell together with his poem, ñLincolnò (p. 125).  

168) PATTERSON, Robert. A NARRATIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN IN THE 

VAL LEY OF THE SHENANDOAH, IN 1861. Philadelphia: John Campbell, 

1865 [ie. 1873]. Second edition, expanded, containing a 195-page appendix and a 

frontispiece portrait that did not appear in the first edition. PRESENTATION 

INSCRIPTION SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR on the half-title. The inscription is 

addressed to Adolph E. Borie (1809-1880), who served as Secretary of Navy 

under Grant in 1869. Original orange cloth with spine stamped in gilt. 9.25 x 6ò. 

128, 194, [1]pp. Spine a little dull; Library Company of Philadelphia bookplate on 

front pastedown and circulation materials on rear free endpaper, but no other signs 

of library use; very good. Complete with frontispiece portrait and map. The 

appendix contains ñLetters from Distinguished Men,ò including one by Mitchell 

(p. 75), plus ñEditorials from Leading Journals.ò According to an introductory 

note by the author, copies with the appendix were only distributed to his family, 



former comrades-in-arms, and a few friends. The note is dated 1873 and the letters 

are dated from 1865 to 1873. Despite these facts, both OCLC and Dornbusch 

erroneously describe the present edition as an 1865 imprint. Sabin (59141) saw 

the 1865 edition only. Scarce. Dornbusch III, 1471.  

169) [UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA]. THE RECORD OF THE CLASS 

OF 1903 COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. [Philadelphia: 

Avil Printing Co., 1903]. Original pictorial beige cloth stamped in red and blue. 8 

x 10ò. Spine lettering a bit rubbed, boards slightly bowed, hinges cracked 

internally, but holding well; about very good. Contains an essay by Mitchell, 

ñ1848 ï 1903ò (pp. 97-99), discussing the importance of college athletics. The 

volume also bears a frontispiece portrait of Mitchell.  

170) [UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA]. UNIVERSITY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. PROCEEDING OF ñUNIVERSITY DAY,ò 

FEBRUARY 22, 1908. Philadelphia: Printed for the University, 1908. First 

edition. Original printed blue-gray wraps. 10 x 6.5ò. 30pp. Wraps browned near 

edges, minor corner crease, but very good. Contains Mitchellôs ñPortrait of 

Fairman Rogersò (pp. 7-8). Not in BAL.  

171) [UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, SEYBERT COMMISSION FOR 

INVESTIGATING MODERN SPIRITUALISM]. PRELIMINARY 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE UNIVERSITY 

OF PENNSYLVANIA TO INVESTIGATE MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE RE QUEST OF THE LATE HENRY 

SEYBERT. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Co., 1887. First edition. Original dark 

blue cloth lettered in gilt. 8.5 x 5.5ò. 159pp. Some  

minor wear to extremities, name on front free endpaper, still very good or better. Mitchell was 

a member of the Seybert Commission. BAL 14127.  

172)  
[Another]. Philadelphia and London: J.B. Lippincott Co., 1920. Second edition, with a 

new foreword by H.H. Furness, Jr. Original green cloth stamped in gilt. 8.5 x 5.5ò. 

159pp. Minor scuffs to front cover, else fine. Publisherôs file copy with a stamp stating 

such on the front free endpaper.  

173)  
[UNWIN, T. Fisher, comp.]. GOOD READING ABOUT MANY BOOKS, 

MOSTLY BY THEIR AUTHORS. THIRD YEAR. London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1897-

1898. Original red-orange cloth stamped in gilt and brown. 7.25 x 4.5ò. 398pp., 8pp. 

ads. Sticker remnant on spine, else near fine. Contains an excerpt from Mitchellôs 

novel, Hugh Wynne, the first edition of which appeared in 1897 (pp. 259-268).  



174)  WINSLOW, Kenelm, [general editor]. THE HOME MEDICAL LIBRARY. VOLUME 

VI. NERVOUSNESS, NURSING, CAMP CURE. BY S. WEIR MITCHELL é 

CAMP COMFORT. BY STEWARD EDWARD WHITE. New York: Review of 

Reviews Co., 1907. First edition. Although stated as vol. VI (of a series of six 

volumes), it is complete in and of itself. Original green cloth with gilt spine lettering. 

7.5 x 5.25ò. 262pp. Near fine. Frontispiece portrait of Mitchell. Contains chapters by 

Mitchell reprinted from several of his books (comprising pp. 13-191). BAL Section III 

(no entry number assigned).  

 

MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS TO PERIODICALS  

 

BY SILAS WEIR MITCHELL  

 

(Sorted by Article Title)  

175) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñAddress Before the Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the 

American Medico-Psychological Association,ò in Proceedings of the American 

Medico-Psychological Association, at the Fiftieth Annual Meeting Held in 

Philadelphia, May 1518, 1894, pp. 101-121. At head of title page: ñSemi-

Centennial.ò Utica, NY: American Medico-Psychological Association, 1895. 

Original printed wraps. Rear wrap lacking; front wrap chipped and mounted on 

front free endpaper; else very good.  

176) MITCHELL, S[ilas] W[eir]. ñExperiments and Observations upon the Circulation 

in the Snapping Turtle, Chelonura Serpentina, with especial Reference to the 

Pressure of the Blood in the Arteries and Veins,ò in The American Journal of the 

Medical Sciences, New Series, Vol. 44, No. 87, July, 1862, pp. 200-201. 

Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1862. Original printed wraps. 9.25 x 5.75ò. 

320pp. (including ads). Very good. See BAL 14062 for the first separate edition 

of this article.  

177) MITCHELL, S[ilas] W[eir]. ñGall-Stone 

of Cholestrine extracted from the Rectum 

during Lifeò [case report], in The 

American Journal of the Medical 

Sciences, New Series, No. 104, Oct., 

1866, pp. 430-433. Philadelphia: Henry 

C. Lea, 1866. Original printed wraps. 

9.25 x 5.75ò. [309]-624pp. (including 

ads at rear), [4]pp. ads at front. Very 

good.  

178) MITCHELL, S[ilas] W[eir]. ñMedulary 

Cancerò [case report], in The American 

Journal of the Medical Science, New 



Series, No. 102, April, 1866, pp. 418-

419. Together with, in the same number, 

ñPolypi of the Vocal Cordsò [case 

report], pp. 422-423. Philadelphia: Henry 

C. Lea, 1866. Original printed wraps. 

9.25 x 5.75ò. [293]-608pp. (including 

ads at rear), [4]pp. ads at front. Some soil 

and creasing to wraps and last few 

leaves; good plus.  

179) MITCHELL, S[ilas] W[eir]. ñNotes upon the Effect of Alcohol, Glycerine, Water, 

Gum, Ammonia, and the Vacuum upon the Exposed Hearts of Frogs, Snapping-

Turtles, and Sturgeons,ò in The American Journal of the Medical Sciences, New 

Series, No. 74, April, 1859, pp. 343-348. Together with, in the same number, 

notes on an ñImproved Spirometer,ò with in-text engraving, pp. 378-379.  

 
Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1859. Original printed wraps. 9.25 x 5.75ò. [285]-

624pp. (including ads at rear), [4]pp. ads at front. Very good. Mitchell described 

the first article as ñA somewhat crude essay, but interesting as to the vitality of the 

sturgeonôs heart, which, as Prof. John K. Mitchell showed, may, when removed, 

inflated with air and hung up, beat for eighty hours.ò ïA Catalogue of the 

Scientific and Literary Work of  



S. Weir Mitchell 8. See BAL 14051 for the first separate edition of this article.  

180) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñOn Retrogressive Motions in Birds produced by the 

Application of Cold to the Cervical Spine, with remarks on the use of that Agent 

as an aid in Physiological Investigations,ò in The American Journal of the Medical 

Sciences, New Series, No. 105, January, 1867, pp. 102-116. Philadelphia: Henry 

C. Lea, 1867. Original printed wraps. 9.25 x 5.75ò. 320pp. (including ads). Small 

chips to front wrap, else very good.  

181) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñThe Poison of Serpents,ò in The Century Magazine, 

Vol. 38, No. 4, Aug., 1889, pp. 503-514. Original printed wraps. Small sticker on 

front wrap, else near fine. The collection includes another copy of the same 

number, as contained in the collected edition of vol. 38, bound in original 

embossed green cloth with gilt spine lettering (very good). In the other numbers of 

the collected edition are contained three poems by Mitchellôs son, Langdon Elwyn 

Mitchell: ñDecoration Day,ò in no. 2, June, 1889, p. 235, and ñLove After Lifeò 

and ñA Forest River,ò in no. 5, p. 669.  

182) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñResearches Upon the Venom of the Rattlesnake: 

with an Investigation of the Anatomy and Physiology of the Organs Concerned,ò 

in Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, vol. 12, 1860; [10], 145pp. 

Washington: Published by the Smithsonian Institution, [printed by Collins, 

Philadelphia], 1860. First printing. [See item #120 above for an offprint of this 

article issued the following year (BAL 14055)]. Original embossed green cloth 

with spine stamped in gilt. 13 x 9.5ò. Variously paginated. Heavy wear to fore-

edge of boards; damping and minor insect damage to outer margins; good only. 

Twelve woodcuts in the text. Mitchell wrote that the work ñwas the result of four 

years of such small leisure as I could spare amidst the cares of constantly 

increasing practice. The story of the perils and anxieties of this research, 

embarrassed by want of help and by its great cost, is untold in its pagesé. So far 

as the habits , anatomy, and physiology of serpents are concerned, no one has 

bettered this work. An enormous addition was made in it to venom toxicology; 

that venoms are respiratory poisons was settled by it, and the pathology was also 

much advanced; many questions of antidote were set at rest.ò --Scientific and 

Literary Works of S. Weir Mitchell 13. Garrison & Morton 2104.  

183) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir and REICHERT, Edward T. ñResearches Upon the 

Venoms of Poisonous Serpents,ò in Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 

vol. 26, [1890]; [10], 186pp. Separate title page for Mitchellôs article is dated 

1886 and bears the statement, ñSmithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 647,ò 

above the title. Washington: Published by the Smithsonian Institution [printed by 

Collins Printing House, Philadelphia, 1890]. Modern maroon cloth with gilt 

spine lettering. 13.5 x 10ò. [10], 186, [12], 238pp. Lower half of volume title 

page lacking, else very good. Complete with five chromolithograph plates; four 

drawings in the text. Of the work, Mitchell wrote: ñThis study of venom arose 

out of my belief in the composite nature of venoms. My earlier paper of 1861 left 

much to be desired despite the later work of Fayrer, Wall, and Richards. There 



were, too, some discrepancies between my early results and recent Indian 

observers. These we proposed to re-examine. This investigation occupied nearly 

four years of time, and greatly advanced our knowledge of poisonous albumins. 

This essay covers the chemistry, physiology, and pathology of the venoms of our 

own serpents and of the cobraé. ñ ïScientific and Literary Works of S. Weir 

Mitchell 88. ñMitchell and Reichert showed snake venom to be protein in nature, 

and demonstrated the presence of toxic albumins. Mitchell was one of the first to 

investigate the snake venoms.ò ï Garrison & Morton 2106. See BAL 14119 for 

separate issue of this article.  

184) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñThe Scientific Life,ò in Lippincottôs Magazine, Vol. 

XV, no. 87, March, 1875, pp. 352-356. Original printed wraps. Some soil and 

tears to wraps; good plus.  
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THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY.  

186)  [MITCHELL, Silas Weir]. ñThe Case of George Dedlow.ò Anonymous first printing of 

the first literary work for adults published by Mitchell (preceded only by the volume of 

juvenilia, The Childrenôs Hour). Vol. 18, no. 105, July, 1866, as contained in the 

collected edition of vol. 18. Original half tan morocco with raised bands and gilt title on 

spine. Front hinge crudely repaired and now partially cracked again, but holding; very 

good internally. The story was issued in book form in 1900 in The Autobiography of a 

Quack and the Case of George Dedlow (BAL 14192). ñThe Case of George Dedlowò 

was based on the story of a man who lost all of his limbs in the battle of Mobile. 

Mitchell ñshowed the story to Mrs. Caspar Wister, who é in turn gave the manuscript 

to her father, Dr. William Henry Furness, who, unknown to Mitchell, sent it to the 

editor of the Atlantic. To his surprise, he received a check for 80 dollarsé. So realistic 

was the account that many people accepted it as fact and sent contributions to the 

mythical Dedlow at the Stump Hospital in Philadelphia, where he was supposed to be.ò 

ïEarnest, S. Weir Mitchell, p. 62.  

187)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñAn Old Man to an Old Madeira.ò A poem. Vol. 3, no. 3, 

March, 1913. Original printed wraps. Near fine.  

 
THE CENTURY MAGAZINE. Novels  published as serials; complete runs.  
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MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñA Diplomatic Adventure.ò First printing; issued in book 

form the same year, under the same title (BAL 14237). Complete in three parts, vol. 71, 

nos. 4 ï 6, Feb. ï April, 1906. Original printed wraps. No. 6 ex-library and with chips 

to spine, thus fair only; other two numbers good plus with some tears and minor chips 

to wraps.  

189)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñThe Red City. A Novel of the Second Administration of 

Washington.ò First printing; issued in book form the same year, under the same title 

(BAL 14249). Complete in 12 parts, vol. 75, nos. 3 ï 6; vol. 76, nos. 1 ï 6; and vol. 76, 

nos. 1 ï 2; Jan. ï Dec., 1908. Original printed wraps. Small chips to wraps; punch holes 

(from previous binding) to four numbers, three of which are also ex-library; a good set 
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190)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñLittle Stories.ò Parts I ï II and IV ï VII of this series of 

short stories, each part complete in and of itself. The individual titles are, ñA Man and a 

Woman,ò ñA Consultation,ò ñThe Waters of Oblivion,ò ñA Ghost of Glory,ò ñA 

Dilemma,ò and ñThou Art the Soul of My House.ò All are contained in the collected 

annual edition of the magazine for the period Nov. 1901 ï Oct. 1902 (vols. 63-64), 

bound in two volumes with the spine titles reading, ñA Year of the Century.ò Both 

volumes are complete and the omission of a part III of the ñLittle Storiesò appears to be 

a numbering error by the publisher. Original embossed green cloth over beveled boards 

with gilt spine lettering. Front hinges cracked internally and just holding, else near fine. 

The collection also contains the separate issue of Vol. 64, No. 3, July, 1902, in the 

original printed wraps, which contains part IV of the ñLittle Storiesò (chips to spine, 

else very good). All 13 of the ñLittle Storiesò were collected in a book by the same title 

in 1903 (BAL 14217).  

191)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñThe Mind-Reader.ò A short story. Vol. 74, no. 5, Sept., 

1907, as contained in the collected annual edition of the magazine for 1907, issued in 

two volumes, however only the second volume is present in this collection. Spine title 

reads: ñA Year of the Century.ò Original embossed green cloth over beveled boards 

with gilt spine lettering. Tiny hole at base of spine, else near fine. The collection also 

contains a copy of this issue in the original wraps.  

192)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñKing Christmas and Master New Year.ò A poem. Vol. 59, 

no. 2, Dec., 1899. Original printed wraps. Spine chipped, front and rear wraps detached; 

fair only.  

193)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñOde on a Lycian Tomb.ò A poem. Vol. 75, No. 1, Nov., 

1907. Reprint from privately printed book edition of 1899, issued under the same title 

(BAL 14190). Original printed wraps. Small chip to spine and to rear wrap, wraps 
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MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñOn a Boyôs First Reading of `King Henry Vô.ò A poem. 

Vol. 57, no. 3, Jan., 1899. Original printed wraps. Spine chipped, else very good.  
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very good.  

 
THE CENTURY MAGAZINE. Novels pub lished as serials (partial sets).  

196)  
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55, nos. 3 and 5-6, January and March ï April, 1898.  

197)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñCharacteristics.ò Part III only, vol. 43, Feb., 1892.  

 

198)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñHugh Wynne, Free Quaker.ò Part I-VI only (of 12) vol. 53, 

nos. 1-6, Nov., 1896 ï April, 1897, as contained in the collection edition of vol. 53, 

bound in publisherôs half morocco (very good). The collection also contains vol. 53, no. 

2, Dec., 1896, in original wraps. Together with (laid-in): THE CENTURY 

ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY MAGAZINE. WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT IS 
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199)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñDr. North and His Friends.ò Parts II -III and V -VIII only 

(of 8), vol. 59, no. 6 and vol. 60, nos. 1 and 3 ï 6; April ï May and July -Nov., 1900. 

Lacking parts I and IV.  

200)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñThe Youth of Washington. Told in the Form of an 

Autobiography.ò Parts II-VII only (of 7), vol. 68, nos. 1 ï 6, May ï Oct., 1904. Lacking 

part II.  
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MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñDream-Land.ò A poem. Vol. 82, No. 488, Jan., 1891. 

Original printed wraps. Some short tears and wear to wraps; about very good.  

 
HARPERôS WEEKLY.  

202)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñA Prayer.ò A poem. Vol. 42, No. 2173, Aug. 13, 1898. 

Original self-wraps. Short tear to head of spine, else near fine. Mitchellôs poem appears 

in an inset box in the ñDiary of the [Spanish American] War.ò  

 
LIPPINCOTTôS MAGAZINE.  

203)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñThrough the Yellowstone Park to Fort Custer.ò 

Recollections of the authorôs travels. Complete in two parts, vol. 25, June, 1880, and 

vol. 26, July, 1880, both issues as contained in the collected editions of vols. 25 and 26. 

Original publisherôs purple cloth with spine stamped in gilt. Call numbers on spines, 

but no other signs of institutional use; some light marginal damping and foxing; very 

good.  



204)  
MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñWear and Tear.ò First printing of an essay which was later 

revised and expanded in the book, Wear and Tear, or Hints for the Overworked (1871; 

BAL 14074). Vol. IV, Nov., 1869 as contained in the collected edition of vol. IV. 

Original half purple morocco with raised bands and gilt lettering on spine. Light wear, 

but very good plus.  
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205)  MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñBooks and the Man.ò A poem. Vol. II, 1906. #36 of 315 

copies. Original white cloth spine and gray paper covered boards with gilt lettering on  

 

spine and printed paper label on front cover. Call number on spine, but no other 

signs of institutional use; wear to base of spine; name on front free endpaper and 

title page; good plus.  

206) MITCHELL, S[ilas] Weir. ñA Very Rare Book.ò A letter to the editor in which 

Mitchell describes the publication history of his Selections from the Poems of S. 

Weir Mitchell (London, 1901). Following the letter appear three poems reprinted 

from that volume, being ñEvening,ò ñGibraltar at Dawn,ò and ñEgypt.ò Vol. III, 

1910. #28 of 370 copies. Original white cloth spine and gray papered covered 

boards with gilt lettering on spine and printed paper label on front cover. 
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